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WHAT THE ATR CORPS DOES BESIDES FIGHT ‘ot | 


The Army Air Corns is by many regarded as essentially a military arm, some- 
what remote in its activities from the life of the country as a whole. In real- 
ity, however, this ccnception is subject to decided modification, While its 
primary function is, of course, to aid in the National Defense, the operations 
of the Air Corps in the past brought it into close contact and cooneration with 
many de.artments of aeronautics andi they have added to a very considerable de~ 
gree in the advancement of the science. In fact, Army pilots and technicians 
have often been the leaders on the road to new achievements. 

Witness, for exaimle, the part the Air Corps vlayed in the develonment of 
many of the things which made possible commercia] aviation as it is known in 
this country today. Even as early as the war period, curing 1918, the first 
regular Air Mail Service in the United States was inaugurated between Washington 
and New York by Air Corns pilots. This overation, subsequently taken over by i 
the Post Office Denar stment, thus became the forerunner of the transcontinental 
line and the many cther routes which, now under the direction of arivate con- 
tractors, form a network over the entire country. This network was recently ex- 
tended to cover. Central and South America. 

.The development of commercial flying to its preséut statis was made possible, 
however, only by the combined utilization of many different factors, which to- 





gether work for iucreased efficiency and safety. During the years 1921-1925, the 
routes, known as "Model Aivvays," were orgenized. They coinected various Arny 
fields and cities of inmortence in the eastern and central sections of the 
country, and were flown over at regular intervals by Army personnel, both for 
training purposes anc to accomolish necessary duties. The demonstration of reg- 
ularity and reliability thcereoy given did much to stimlate the organization of 
commercial lines. oe 

During this »ericd, “the Air Coros, through the efforts of its Chief and of 
pilots who had landed their planes at fields along the airways, encouraged city 
officials and Chanbezs of Comnerce to identify their particular city for the air 
traveler by painting its name on some »rominent roof in torn. Several industrial 
concerns of national scone adopted this solicy. The Denartment of Commerce later 
tock over from the Army the guardianshiv of the airways and issued a vamphlet de- 
scribing standard roof markings desived for cities and villages. FBesides the 
name of the place, many roof signs now bear an arrow pointing north, or one »voint- 
ing to the nearest airport, telling also its direction from the building. 

In connection with the "Model Airways," the desirability of producing special 
maps for airplane pilots soon became manifest, The pilot requires. different in- 
formation than is contained in an automobile road map. As a result of this need, 

he Air Corns pioneered in the development of strip maps, at that time a new form 
of cartocranhy , which since then have been continuously modified and improved. Up 
to the nrescnt time, 51 of these maps have teen:imblished. They have been made 
available to the general wablic and are procurable from the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey. Other sections have veen similarly mapped by the Devrartment of Commerce 
and the Hydrogrepinic Office of the Navy, which »roductions are similarly on sale. 

Of very great imsortance in comercial aviation is the amount of night fly- 
ing performed. It is, in fact, absolutely essential at the present time. With- 
out it, for instance, the 30-nour coast-to-coast mail schedule would be an imnos- 
sibility. ilight flying tests were inaururated by the Air Corps in 1921 from the 
McCool Field, Dayton to Columius, Ohio, end return, the purnose being to train ; 
C. our pilots and to develop night flying eouinment on airplanes, sich as landing 
field lights and other devices for night flyine. The Post Office Department, and 
later the Air Mail contractors, >rofited ‘immensely by these experiments and the 
resultant develo ment of equivmeat and methods of operation. 
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. fligat was successfully conducted over territory never before traversed by vlane 


work, particularly in the de-elorment of the radio beacon, With. this device, 
“which flackes sigaais alovg a previously determined route, the pilot, by means 
of, insirusents, learns whether he is keeving on the correct course. This ‘ts 


-fleats were substituted. This wonderful flight wes made possibie not merely 
through the daring of the airmea, mt a. of careful end sci ientific planning 


. lent condition at the conpletion of the flight thet it vas reaay for inenghsete 
action. 


_Tated on an exteasive scale in South Amcrica, which is so situated as to be 
_ benefited ccnsiderably by this method of. trensportation. 


In the development of long-distance flying and in flights made under ad- 
verse corciticus, tle tse of radio has-eteadily become of increasing importence, 
The success of late Hast to Vest trans-Atlantic flights was attributed largely 


to this aid. Radio is utilized extensively in this coumtry by the mail Lines | 


and commercial routes generally. Here, again, the Aruy performed: ‘mach ~ioneer 


of inestimeble value wen flying in clouiy or fcsgy weather. 

Inctruments of variows kinds are essential fox the safe and efficient. tint 
gation of aircraft. Continual cxveriments are ‘being made in. the. laboratory of 
the Materiel Division, Wrights Field,. Dayton, 0., to inprove existing instruments 
and devise new ones. Netewortay amcug prcejects of this kind was the Gevelopment 
of the earth indrctor comass in which Army engineers pleyed an important part. 
This instrument received its first inmertent test in the Round-the-World Flight 
in.1924. It was a projects wiich had yeevicasly teen atterpted a number of 


‘times without success. we firally reaeined for an Lrmy Air Corps expedition, 


headed by Capt. Lowell E. €mith, to accomplich this great feat. Starting with } 
four planes and flying under a varicty of weather conditions, ranging from the 4 
Arctic chill of Alaska and Greenisnd to the steaming heat of the. Burmese jungles | 
and the scorching sun of Mesonctamia, three vlanes counieted the flight of 
28,000 miles in the elavsed time of 271 hours and il minutes. Two of the four 
planes which originally sterted the World Fiight finished the entire journey and 
returned to the starting point. Anotner plane vas stuostiiuted at Labrador for 
the "Eoston," lost off the Faroe Islands. Wheel landing gears were used on the 
World Cruisers while flying over land, but,duriag long over-vater stretches, 





in advance of ell details connected with the entire project. 

The World Flight, white one of ig aie menorable in Air Corps history, was 
only one of a series of-notebie achievereats. It was vrecedec by an endurance 
flight by Lieuts. John A. licready and Oakley G. Kelly, which estadiished a new 
world's duration record, and wes.followed by the first non-stop flight across 
the United States by. tne same ‘offi cers in the same plane. 

Lieut. Russell lL. Maughan established a new transcontinental vont in his 
Dawn-to-Lusk fiight frou tie Atlantic to the Pecific coast. recent remarkable 
accomplishznent was the. slight of a.Eomding unit,.under the command of Major 
Knerr, <rom tie Bast to the West Coast in 36 hours, with the unit in such excel-~ 


Cther trips, made vertly or wholly outside the tourdaries of the United . 
States, were numerous, the earliest.of these being to Nome, piel under the 
command of Capt. St. Clair ftreett. Accomplished with war-time equipment, this 


and helned to demonstrate the advantages of flying to the Alaskans. Since that 
time imoortent commercial developments took place in thet territory. Because of 
the dearth of other methods. of communication, the airplane has become an impor- 
tant trans »ortation fecvcr. 

Nwaerous other flights covld be cited, but two more mist suffice. In 1927, 
the Pen~Americen Flisht, or "Good Will" Tour of five amphibian planes under Major 
Herbert A. Dargue,. visited the countries of Centra] end Sovtn America. A distance 
of 22,065 miles was covered in a flying time of 263 hours and 15 minutes. In the 
same year, Lieuts. Maitiend and Hegenberger made the first flight betwoen San 
Francisco and Hawaii, a distance of 2,400 miles, in 25 hours and 50 minutes. This 
trip was particularly notable tecause of the navigation problems involved, the 
Havaiian Islands representing but a small point in the wide expanses of the 
Pacific Ocecn. 

Demonstrating some of the vossibilities inherent in the airplane, these 
flights aid muck to irspire development on a commercial basis. ‘The extensive 
use of air transportation in Alaska bes beon mentioned. Lines were also inaugu- 





Parachutes occupy an important position in military as well as in civil 
aeronautics, They have proved of particular value te the Air Mail pilots who 
are frequently cormpelied to fly urder a@verse conditions. While the yarachute 
was first used uncer service conditicns by. the Germans during. the War, it receiv- 
ed its chief impetus through the careful and scientific experiments conducted by 
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the Materiel Division of ‘the Air Corps. Largely as a result of this work, Amer- 
ican parachutes have vecome standard equipment in many parts of the world. 

The Materiel Division is the keystone of the ex»,erimental and development 
work of the Air Corns. Its laboratories, recently moved from McCook Field to. 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, are among the finest in the world, and many of the 
developments previously mentioned may be credited largely to the work carried 
out at McCook and Wright Fields. The revorts of this Division. have to a large 
extent been made available to designers and constructors of commercial aircraft, 
and have »roved of great assistance to them. Another important accomplishment 
was the work carried on at Dayton in connection with the testing and develonment 
of materials used in aircraft construction and the standardization of parts and 
measurements, which has undoubtedly vroved of value to the industry. 

A special division at Wright Field is devoted to exverimentation on engines 
and engine parts. The supercharger owes much of its present efficiency to the 
work of this deoertment. A recent noteworthy development was the introduction 
of ethylene glycol, commonly referred to as "Prestone," as a cooling medium, 
Utilizing Prestone cooling as a substitute for water cooling made it vossible to 
run the engine at a higher temperature and consequently at greater efficiency; 
to decrease the weight of the cooling fluid carried and to reduce the size of 
the radiator, thereby decreasing air resistance. 

A device, recently developed and tested. by the Air Corps, is the Mechanical 
Aviator or "Gyropilot," which originated from an idea of Mr. Sperry. Once set 
in operation, this apparatus maintains the airplane on its course, automatically 
correcting any changes in direction or altitude. It relieves the pilot of the 
strain imposed by routine flying and, when finally perfected, will undoubtedly 
prove very advantageous in commercial as well as military aviation. 

Another project which may »rove of consicerable value in aerial transpor- 
tation, and in which the Air Corps played an important part, is that of refuel- 
ing an airplane in flight from another plane. The first really effective de- 
monstration of this practice was made in 1923 by Lieuts. Smith and Richter. That 
flight still holds the World's record for distance for airplanes refueling in 
flight, the total mileage covered being 3,293. During January, 1929, Major Carl 
Spatz and his crew in the "Question Mark," established a record for sustained 
flight by means of refueling while in the air. ‘The duration record of over 150 
hours has been broken many times since, but this flight, together with the 
others, brought out nuch information of value to both military and commercial 
aviation. — | 

In photographic work, the Army has »ioneered along many lines and trans- 
mitted the results of its develonment work to those engaged in the business of 
making or utilizing aerial photographs. Notable achievements, which in many 
cases were attained in cooperation with civilian agencies, were the introduc- 
tion of filters and speciai grades of film. New records were attained in alti- 
tude. and long-aistance »hotography, night vhotogravhy and the ravid finishing of 
nhotographs in the air after the exnosures have been made. New types of cameras 
were also developed. It is noteworthy that Captain McKinley, who served as 
aerial photographer with the Byrd Antarctic Expedition, was trained by the Arny. 

Another »hase of aerial transvortation in the Army is that connected with 
ambulance »lanes. Not only has the Army benefited by the humanitarian work car- 
ried cn by Air Corps pilots in amtulance planes, but many civilians owe their 
lives today to the rapidity with which these ships brought them to a-place where 
competent medical attention was available. This has been true in Panama, in the 
Philippines, in Hawaii and in some of the sparsely populated sections of the 
West. The present status of the amovlance »lane in this country is a direct de- 
velopment of the "Mercy Ship," a Cox-Klemin ambulance plane delivered at Kelly 

ield early in 1926, and used to carry 23 patients in the first six months of 
its service there. In addition, it trans»orted medical officers uyon a number 
of other occasions to places where their ministrations wore urgently needed. 

The Air Corns has always show a willingness to cooperate with other 
branches of the Government and with outside agencies. Its photographic units 
have mapped many thousands of square miles for the U.S. Geological Survey for 
use in the preparation of its series of maps which will ultimately cover all of 
the United States, and also for the Coast and Geodetic Survey, which is charged 
with the preparation of maps of our coasts and harbors. A large area in the 
vicinity of Phoeniz, Arizona, was recently manped in connection with the work 
of the Smithsonian Institution on the prehistoric canals of that region. <A sur- 
vey was also made of the Rio Grande River from El Paso, Texas, almost to the 
Gulf of Mexico, for the joint use of the International Water Commission and the 
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International Boundary Commission. Photographs of the eclipse of the-sun in 
Avril, 1930, were made” for’ the Lick Observatory and Pomona College, which are 
reported to have »roved of deciaed scientific value. 

Cooveration was oxtended in many cases towards aiding commercial develop-~ 
ments, such as cron dustinz and other »rojects, Air Cords officers xyrticularly 
équipped for various tyoes of work being "loaned" for such purvoses. Along 4 
purely sciontific linos, the work of iieut. James H. Doolittle was outstanding, 
Granted a long leave of absence to condict exveriments in "blind" flying for 
the Deniel Guggenheim Fund, his exneriments resulted in the development of new 
instrumeats and flying technique. He gave some remarkable demonstrations of. 
the possibility of flying and landing successfully under weather conditions 
previously considered insurmountabie. This work, together with that being 
carried on by the Air Corps in the use of a buried "lead in" cable, to facili- 
tate landings in fog, will undoubtedly prove a great boon to commercial aviation, 

Another distinguished cfficer, whose services were made available on special 
occasions outside of Army activities, was Captain Albert W. Stevens, of the 
Photogranhic Section of Wright Field. Among his exploits was his participation 
as werial photograyher in the expedition of Dr. Alexander Hamilton Rice in 
exploring the hsedweters of tributaries of the Amazon River. 

The Air Corps feels that it may justly be proud of its contributions ‘to ‘the 

rogress of aercuautics generally. It has consistently maintained a position in 
the forefront of developnent, and its volicy will undoubtedly continue to be one 
which will encourdze and foster commercial aviation along with its strictly 
military develo-ment. 





cantons 
LIEUT. HANSELL'S PARACHUTE JUMP 


Second Lieut. Haywood S. Hansell, Air Corns, had a thrilling exnerience on 
the afternoon of February 5th, when he was obliged to malze a forced jump from a 
P-12C airplane in order to save his life. Lieut. Hensell had been testing the 
P12 with a load vhich represented the weight of a radio set. At an altitude 
of 10,000 feat he yut the shin in'a ssin, from which he recovered after three 
turns. He then wot the shiv in a. srin in the onvosite direction, but after 
three turns was unable to resume normal flight. He tried everything possible to 
recover from this svin and finaliy, at an altitude of between 3,000 and 3,500. 
feet, decided thot it wes useless and, after considerable difficulty, managed 
to push himseif out of the cockpit. . : | 

The jumm was made over Zack River. Although he attempted to slip his 'chut 
in order to reach land, he was unable to do so and landed in the water about 300 
feet from shore. ieéut. Hansell had been unable to free himself from his para- 
chute before striking the water with the result that he became entangled in the 
peracimie shroud lines. The water wes not deep, but dve to the fact that he had 
on a Winter flying svit and moccasins, he was unable to get his feet on the bot- 
tom and had to ficuncer arcunc until picked up by the speed-bcat. This boat 
vas delayed somewhat due to the fact that the water was low, and it was necessar: 
to skate across two or thrée nmd flats in order to reach liceut. Hansell. 

Fortunately, the new member of the Caterpillar Ciub received no injuvies, 
althoush he suffered somewhat from exposure and the fact that he svallowed a 
considerable arount of salt water. The F-1l2 airplane which crashed close by was 
comaletely wrecked. ; ¥ 

---000-~— 


ATR CORPS OFFICaR MAKWS GOOD AS A LECTURER 


Lieut. Forrest G. Allen, Air Corps, of Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, re- 
cently lecturec before the students of New York University on Radio and its ap- 
plication to the airplane, The lecture was delivered at the request of Lieut. 
Semicl P. Mills, who is on detached service at the N.Y.U. Lieut. Allen's lec- 
ture was so interesting and so anoreciated by ‘the students , that they asked him 
to com? again, He delivered his second lecture on February 13th, and his third 
a week later. 





The 56th Pursuit Scuadron, recently organized at Selfridge Field, is now 
equipsing a flight with oxygen apparatvs in »revaration for a series of altitude 
tests to determine the ceiling and the performance of the P-6's. 
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GEORG WASHINGTON! S INTEREST IN AVIATION 


' Apparently, George Washington was not only the father of his country, but 
also something like the godfather of aviation in America. At any rate, he 
wrote a letter for one Monsieur Blanchard, who mace the first balloon ascension 
jin this country at Philadelyhia in 1793. The letter, renrinted in St.Nicholas, 
reads; 

"George Washington, President of the United States of America. To All to 
Whom these Presents shall come. . 

The bearer hereof, Mr. Elanchard, a citizen of France, proposing to ascend 
in a balloon from the city of Philadelphia, at 10 o'clock A. M. this day, to 
pass in such direction and to descend in such place as circumstances may render 
most convenient - 

THESE ARE therefore to recommend to all citizens of the United States, and 
others, that in his »assage, descent, return, or journeying elsewhere, they op- 
pose no hindrance or molestation to the said Mr. Blanchard: And that on the 
contrary, they receive and aid him with that humanity and good will which may 
render honor to their country, and justice to an individual so distinguished by 
his efforts to establish and advance an art, in order to make it useful to man- 
kind in general. 

Given under my hand and seal, at the city of Philadelphia, this ninth day 
of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, and of the indepen- 
dence of America the seventeenth. 

Signed, 

(Seal) GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
~--000——— 


"LIGHT HORSE" HARRY INVENTS NEW MANEUVER 


According to the Selfridge Field Corresvondent,. the Air Corzs in general 
and the 94th Pursuit Squadron in particular is the richer by a new maneuver, 
invented by Lieut. Farry (Light Horse) Wilson, Air Corps. ‘This maneuver has 
been christened and will duly go on record as the "Wilsonburg Circle." 

"The best way to describe the maneuver would be to say that it is a 
direct descendant of the ground loop," says the Correspondent, and he then 
adds: "However, it must not be confused with the ground loop, even if it does 
consist of whirling around renidly on the ground. An intricate and detailed 
descrintion of the maneuver would take too much space, so the main points are 
as follows: It must be verformed with a P-l without brakes, take place immedi- 
ately before a major Grouy »roblem and when all four Squadrons are taxying into 
position on the field; and last and most imortant of all, the pilot »erforming 
the maneuver mist require -the assistance of at least six pilots of the surround- 
ing ships to get into position in the formation. It is a very difficult maneuv- 
er and should not be attempted until after long and continuous practice." 

---000~-- 


94TH PURSUIT SQUADRON HONORS WAR-TIME "ACE" AT FUNERAL 


Eight members of the $4th Pursuit Squadron, lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge 
Field, Mich. ,- Licuts. H.A. Jonnson, R.D. Moor, N.B. Harbold, J.V. Crabb, C.R. 
Feldmann, $.2. Yoder, A.T. Johnson and H.O. Coleman ~ flew to Fort Wayne, Ind., 
Jamary 2nd, to serve as honorary pallbearers at the funeral of former Lieut. 
Paul Boer, a member of the 94th during the World War. 

Lieut. Baer was killed December 9th in China, when the ship he was flying 
hit the mast of a Chinese Jurk on the take-off. His body was shinped back to 
his former home town and he was given a full military funeral. The first part 
of Lieut. Taer's service was with the Lafayette Escadrille and later, when the 
United States entered the war, he transferred to the American Air Corps. He was 
officially credited with the destruction of nine enemy planes and he claimed 
eight others, which were never made official. During the course of one of his 
combats he was taken prisoner by the Geruwans, which terminated his brilliant 
war-time career. He wes among the first of the American flyers to receive the 
distinmished Service Cross. 

Lieut. Baer was given QO sincere and imoressive funeral, with six ships from 
Selfricge flying the 
Four of his former comrades of the Lafayette Escadrille, Thomas Cassidy, George 
Moseley, Donald Eldridge and Fredk. W. Zinn were present, carrying the color of 
that famous organization. Mejor H. Weir Cook, formerly of the lst Pursuit Group 
and a renresentative of the Chinese Airways Federal Inc., by whom Baer was em 
ployed, escorted the body to this country and was also present at the funeral. 
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ghost" or blank file formation over the funeral procession. 
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- NGBTH FLYING BY THE 12TH PURSUIT, SQUADRON | 


Selfridge Field was the scone. of a great deal of night flying activity 
during the. past few weeks. ‘The several squadrons. of the 1st Pursuit Group alter- i 
nated in training their pilots on individval flights and landings and then have 
practiced element flight_and squadron formation to accustom the pilots to flying 
and Jencing in formation at night... | 

As.a climax to. their recent night flying treining, the 17th Pursuit Squadron, 


“commanded by Captain Ross G. Hoyt, made two night cross-country flights which ! 


have proven excentionaily interes ting end instructive to the .ilots »articipating, q 
fhe first trip was from Selfridge Field, Mich., to the Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot, 
on the night of February. leth. The squadron of eighteen P-i2C airplanes, fully é 
equivped with navigation lights and flares, took off at 6:00 o'clock and arrived i 
at Fairvielc about 6:30. . The Fokker Transport, piloted by Ceptain Roderick N. 

Ott, and carrying mechanics of the. 17th Squadron, hit inclement weather and was 
forced to return to Selfridge Field. ‘he re oris from Selfridge Field showed 

that the weather was becoming hazardous for night flying, so the Squadron re- 

mained at Fairfield that night and. svent Friday in insvecting the Devot and the 

plant of the Materiel Division at Wrig cht Field, returning to- Selfridge Field on 


“Saturday morning. The officers making the flight were Major Brower, Captain 


Hoyt, Lieuts. Wolf, tloor, Sterling, Ryan, Theisen, Reed; Slaght, Burns, Warburton 
Ven Auken, Morgan, Heiman, Hixson, Norman, Merrill, Estes. 

Preparations were immediately made by the 17th Squadron to clear for 
Bolling Field, Washington, I.C., as soon as the weather permitted. Revorts of 
yerfect weather conditions being received, the Squadron took off at 5: 50 p.m, 
Suiday, ~ Februaz °y 15th,. accompanied by a Ford tri-motor Transyort, carrying six 
enlisted mechanics. Tho night Was beautifully. clear with stars shining brightly, 
and practically no “ground haze. Due to the lack of moonlight, objects on the 
ground were not perceptible, but on account of the very clear air the lights of 
tlie tems and cities along. the way were very distinct. & favorable wind was 
encountered at Sandus ky and from there .to Uniontom, anid thence to Washington. 
The Squadron,,. averaging a speed of 170 miles an hour, arrived over Washington 
in two and one-half hours from the time of take-off, and circled the city in 
close formation and then in colum.. The lending at Bolling Field was made in 
elements of three.planes each, and the last Pursuit ship had barely taxied up 
to the line before the tri-notored Transxort arrived. The personnel of this trip 
included Licuts. Phucy, Wolf, Moor, Sterling, Pyan, Theisen, Reed, Slaght, Burns, 
Warburton, Van Auicen, W.M. Morgan, Heiman, Hixson, Norman, Merrill and Estes. 
Captain Hoyt comnanded the flight, and Tient. Griffith wiloted the. Transport. 

The flight clearly proved that a Pursuit Squadron can ‘successfully move 
at night over unlighted airways with. full eouinment and accomanied by mechanics 
in trensnorts. The flizht did not require any wausual preparation, and no 
snecial equinment was used. : 

Tue. to avaroaching inclement weather, the Squadron returned to Selfridge 
Field on the afternoon of ¥ebruary 6th, ‘The Ford Transport, piloted by. Lieut. 
Griffith, was yvorced to land near Sandusky, Onio, on account of bad weather. 

eit salina 


CAPTAIN RALEY GRADUATHWS FROM LAW SCHOOL 


Captain EW. Raley, Air Corys, stationed at ‘brooks’ Field, Texas, was includ- 
ed in the list of graduates of the San Antonio Law School, and already has stood 
the ber examinations in tne contemplation of becoming a full-fledged lawyer. The 
hore that he has successfully passed the examinations is being widely exoressed, 


" sice a uumber of prosnective clients are avaiting his counsel, ‘ Captain Raley 


is being accorded ‘the congratulations of his many friends on the Field, who ex- 
press confidence that he will obtain the necessary license. 
at een’ . 


Evideacing that: children oftentimes demonstrate a surprising depth of intel- 


“lip ‘ence in their irguiries, he’ following evisode is reported by the Brooks Field 


Correspondent: When Lievt.-Col. E. 3. Clagett, Commanding Officer of Brooks Fiel: 


_ receatly inspected the garages of the field, he was told by a subordinate in 
charge that the, coridition on rainy days was such that it. required twenty trucks 


to puil one truck from the garage. Whereupon, little Miss Clegett, who was ac- 
companying her father, looked’ wy and asked: "Well, Daddy, how do they get the 
first one out?" 
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FORT SILL FLYERS LOCATE LOST HUNTING PARTY 


It required less than an hour's search by airolanes to locate a party of 
hunters reported missing for two days. Resvonding to a telephone call from 
the Chamber of Commerce of Imubbock, Texas, recuesting aid in the search for 
this party, Major Lewis H. Brereton, leading a flight of five planes, took off 
for Iubbock and, upon arrival, found that the mission was to search a strip of 
territory extending west from Iubbock tc the New Mexico - Texas line, and cover. 
ing approximately 1200 square miles of a wilderness of sand hills and mesquite, 
with a few antelope thrown in for local color. The territory was divided into 
strips, and one was assigned to each >lane. 

-The car belonging to the hunters was located within an hour after the 
planes took off from Imbbock. Two of the hunting narty were with the car and 
were carried back to Lubbock by searching parties on the ground. The third 
member of the party was faund dead later in the day by searching »varties on the 
ground. Had a request been made for »vlanes in the beginning, much mame 
could have been avoided and possibly one life saved. 

Those narticipating in the aerial séarch, in addition to Major Brereton, 
were Lieuts. Percefull, Houle, Wait and Miller, vilots, and Lieuts. Roe, Miller, 
Hunt, Master Sergeant Colby and Sergeant Carter, observers. 

-~--000--- 


FLYING CADET LANDS ON MEXICAN TERRITORY 


Jarita, Mexico, a vretty little Mexican village, will »erhaps stand out in 
the memory of Flying Cadet Frank P. Smith, of Brooks Field, as no other Mexican 
town, and for good reason. On February 6th, Cadet Smith was a member of the 
Basic Stage class which flew on a cross-country training trip, with Laredo, 
Texas, the "objective." The students were to sto» enroute at Corgus Christi. 
Cadet Smith"accomplished" Corpus Christi without mishap, but when his class 
reached Laredo and were ready for their"check in's," he was missing. It was not 
until the next day that he arrived at Brooks Field, after a most interesting 
experience. 

After leaving Corms Christi, Cadet Smith flew into a rain storm. Emerging, 
he found himself off his course. He landed, and then found that during the rain- 
storm he had crossed the Rio Grande, and that his plane had come to rest in the 
picturesque little Mexican town of Jarita, about 15 miles from Laredo. ‘The 
Flying Cadet was most courteously received by the Mexican officials, who kindly 
accompanied him to the customs house at Nuovo Laredo, where he communicated with 
Fort McIntosh at Laredo. Ideut. D.A. Morris, 8th Mngineers, Commanding Fort 
McIntosh, went over to Nuevd Laredo and conferred with the Mexican officials, 
with the result that Cadet Smith was allowed to leave his plane at Jarita while 
he himself went to Fort McIntosh to spend the night. ‘The next day he retrieved 
his plane and flew it back to his home station. Incidentally, in the incident 
is depicted another evidence of the cordial relations existing between the 
United States and the Republic of Mexico, the Mexican officials manifesting 
every courtesy in handling the situation. 

---000--~ 


HAND CRANKING OF AUTOMOBILES PROVES DANGEROUS 


The News letter Correspondent revorts that automobiles and not airplanes 
were the means by which two Brooks Field officers were laid up for repairs just 
recently. Second Lieut. R.E. Cobb, Supply Officer of the 52nd School Squadron, 
sustained quite a painful injury when, in cranking his car, he lost control of 
the crank, which slipped and kmocked his right hand against a car license plate, 
resulting in deep lacerations. A day or so later, Lieut. R.L. Easton, Supply 
Officer of the 58th Serv$ce Squadron, sustained a similar injury when his car 
stalled in the midst of traffic on the main street of San Antonio's business 
section. In attempting to crank the car by hand, Lieut. Easton suffered a seri- 
ous sprain of his fingers. Both officers still carry their respective ap vendages 
in bandages, 

Just recently we read about the provosed adovztion of the hand inertia start- 
ers for cranking training planes at Brooks Field. It looks as if these starters 
would also come in handy for use with automobiles. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE PISTOL The handgun oes back so far into 
By Lt. J.L. Hitchings,A.C. antiquity that its origin is not definite- 
ts Ty mown. “The-Chinese were said to have 
(The second article of this series) | had knowledge of gunvowder before Bacon's 
allesed discovery of it in the Thirteenth 
Century. It is provable that the Chinese matchlock hand cannon dates back to 
avout that time. 

Camminelleo Vitelli is commonly credited with the invention of the »istol 
jn 1540 at Pistoria, Italy; and the word "Pistol" is thus yonularly derived 
from "Pistoria." In 1850 the pistol, still a matchlock, was adopted for the 
French cavalry. : 

The earliest imorovements all dealt with the method of ignition. Tus, 
in Germany, the match-lock was soon replaced by the wheel-lock. In 1630, the 
flint-lock was invented. ‘Then came the nill-lock, a transition step. And 
finally, in 1807, Alexander Forsythe invented the percussion cap, which made 
all modern firearms nossible. «= 

With the develonment of duelling pistol in the 18th Century came increased 
accuracy, and the accompanying oroblems of sighting. The first pistols had had 
no sights at ail; the early duelling pistols had a shotgun bead, with no rear. 

ight. This in turn gave -way to a vee notch rear Sight, ‘with a bead, bar or 
ies front sight. ; 

Rifling was invented in 1520 by Rollner, a Viennese gunsmith. Its »vossi-. 
bilities were not, however, realized for a long time, and it was not until the : 
close of the duelling period that rifling was aporlied to »istols. 

Turing all this tine the original horsepistol or duelling oistol shape of 
stock was retained. The sav handle grin was tried, found inferior, and discard- 
ed. Although the mechanism of the modern automatic necessitated its resurrec-_ 
tion, the saw handle grip is so relatively disedventageous for extreme accuracy 
that. the. best single shot »istols are still made: on duelling nistol lines. The 
reasou for. this will be ex.lained ina later article. ~ 

So far, the only attem-t at repeated fire with a handgun had been the 
double-barrel, which was built with the barrels alaced side by side or over and 
under, and ignited by flint or ~ercussion locks. Fut the percussion cap had 
paved the way for a multi-loading »istol, and it was not long in appearins, The 
peppervox, with its dowble action mechanism and its ring trigger, was the first — 
type to axwear. .Imglend claims the invention of the revolver, which remains: 
the best slor-fire reneating handzun; but in 1835 Colonel Sanmel Colt, of 
Hartford, Coun., first rendered. it a success. 

With the advent of cartridges, just before the Civil War, came the breech 
loader aud, with the advent.of thée-breech loader, new exneriments in reveating 
mechanisms. One »istol had a-lever action, the trigger guard acting as the 
lever. The Winchester repeating rifle was developed from this patent. But 
the revolver remained the favorite: 

At. the start -of the Civil War, ‘percussion revolvers were the rule. At 
this time, however, the Smith & Wesson and Colt Companies came out with breech 
loading revolvers, shooting the first revolver cartridge to be used — the 
cc Short. It seems anusing now to think that many Army officers purchased 
these weapons and considored themselves well armed for combat. 

Meny exaggerated storics have been circulated as to the shooting ability 
of the old-time western cowvoys. The truth seems to be that they excelled in 
the quick draw and in getting a first shot off with sufficient accuracy to hit 
aman at about fifteen feet and, when they took careful aim, used their revolv- 
ers with effect up to about a hundred yards. Their weajons, although well shape 
end balanced, were relatively inaccurate, and their ammunition was more so. It 
is not believed that such historic shots as Hickok could stack up with the best 
modern shots in either: slow or rapid fire. 

American target shooting with a xistol dates back to 1860, when the first 
known Americen match was fired between Cantain Travers and an unknown o-yoonent. 
The targets were dinner slates, nine inches in diareter, »laced at 100 feet. 
Cantain Travers won, breaking 11 out of 15; his onvonent breaking 9 out’ of 15. 
This is about the accuracy attained by an ant novice with a* month's training. 

In 1865, Colonel William F. Cody (Buffalo bill) and Caotain William P. 
Schaaf toured the country giving exhibitions. Captain Schaaf then joined 
Captain Travers ina further exhibition: tour, 

In 1881, the famous Ira Paine went atroed to give exhibitions of pistol 


shooting in the principal countries: of murope, In 1882, he was ‘knighted by the 
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King of Svain for his skill. In his exhibitions he used the Stevens Lord model 
pistol end a Smith & Wesson Russian model revolver. Paine sights, until recent- 
ly the standard, take their nane from hin. 

The National Rifle Association has the honor of having, in 1886, at 
Creedmoor, first organized and >omlarized target shooting with the pistol. 
Under its auspices, an onen, unlimited reentry match was held in that year. 
Firing on a 200-yard Standard Awerican rifle target at 25 yards, the three high 
contestants made 5-shot scores of 48 out of 50. ‘The same target is now used at 
50 yards; 5—shot ».ossibles on it are fremently seen. I saw Stocklin of Chicago 
make 99 out of 100 on it at 55 yarcs vith a revolver. 

In October, 1886, Chevalier Iva Feaut cetablished the first national revol- 
ver record by making a score of 791 out of 1000 on a standard American targot at 
50 yards, a scorc which can now te sur assed by any good novicc. 

In machine rest tests conducted in 1890, grouzs of 14 to 14 inches at 50 
yards were obtained with revolvers, a fact which roves that even at this carly 
date pistols and ammunition were apnroaching modern. accuracy. 

In February, 1900, the United States Revolver Association was formed at 
Conlin's shooting gallery in New York City. This excellent organization, spe- 
cializing in the handgun, soon took control of American >istol shooting and or- 
genizea annual national championship matches. It has been res»onsible for the 
training and successes of our international pistol teams, and is today the 
final American authority on the use of the pistol. Its nucleus, the Springfield 
Revolver Club, has develoved the doctrine of pistol shooting which is res>on- 
sible for the success of practically all our best shots. ‘The Snringfield 
Revolver Club Doctrine will be discussed in detail in a later article. 

In 1903, John Bro:ming invented an automatic loading device from which the 
modern Colt automatic was develoned. The magazine in the stock has necessitated 
a sat~handle grip; the recoiling mechanism nas necessitated a heavy trigger pull. 
In spite of these disadvantages, the automatic »istol has proved the easiest 
wea on for the average man, with limited training, to learn to shoot with suffi- 
cient accuracy to hit an opponent - 25 yards; and it has also proved canable of 
the greatest ranidity of firing avd-loading. For these reasons, it is the best 
type of pistol for the service. semen Assistant Secretary of War Crowell, in 
charge of munitions during the Great War, vronounced the .45 automatic vistol 
one of the outstanding successes of thc war. -It is not, however, comparable in 
slow fire accuracy to the single shot pistols or. to the revolver. 

Tac final development, which has revolutionized vistol scores and thus 
caused a revival of interost in the pleasant and valuable snort of pistol shoot- 
ing, is the Patridge sight. Invented by E.E. Patridge, a famous shot who in 
1902 tied the 100-shot »istol record of 942 out of 1,000, it has within the last 
five years become stendard for almost all -istols. 

The first international »istol match vas held between the United States and 
france in 1900. The United States won by 61 points, J.A. Dictz shooting high ~ 
gon. We also won in 1903, 1908, 1912, 1913 and 1920, were beaten by Switzerlanc 
and Italy in 1922, and won by default in 1923. 

Of ell the interesting figures in contemporary nistol shooting, two: esne- 
cially outstanding are Ir. I.R. Calkins and Colonel Roy | Ds Jones, Quartermaster 
Reserve. Dr. Calkins is a sitillrul nracticing surgeon, whose hobby is »sistol 
shooting. He fired on his first international team in 1903, and has been breal- 
ing records ever since. As President of the U.S. R.A., he makes a genial and 
capable leader. When Colonel Jones, who is forever szurring the Doctor on,tells 
him that so-and-so has just laid dowm a 97, the Doctor smiles bDlandly and says: 
"Well, that's fine. He's learning to shoot, isn't he?" 

Colonel Jones, Secretary-Treasurer of the U.S. R.A., who captained one 
International Team, is casily the best pistol coach in the country. It is chiefl 
due to his efforts that the accented doctrine of pistol shooting has been de- 
veloped, standardizec and spread. Ee is Shooting Master of the famous Springfiel 
Revolver Club, the undefeated chammions of the country for eleven years. 

The title of the next article will be: "Choosing a Target Pistol." 

} --~000--- 


The pilots of Clark Field, Pampanga, P.I., amessed a grand total of 2505 
hours of flying time during the year 1930. About 90% of this time represents 


tactical missions,as cross-country flights are practically negligible. 
Pau V-6128, A.C. 
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MORE "DOPE" OW "WHOOPING INDIAN" INSIGNIA 
By the Selfridge Field Corres ondent 


A few months ago the News Letter carried an article regarding the 
Insignias in the Aix Corps, mentioning the fact that that of the 94th Pursuit 
Squadron was the "Whooping Indian." ‘This is, of course, the truth, but it is 
not the entire truth. Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, Commander of the 94th Squadron, 
has.made quite an extensive study of the history of the Squadron and has 
brought out some interesting facts. ‘The following is a short history of the 
"Whooping Indian" insignia which was the first to cross the lines during the 
World War with American »ilots; 

Shortly after the ovening of the Var, a movement was set on foot by Norman 
Prince, an Anerican flying for France, to form an Aero Scvadron composed exclu- 
sively of Americans who were then fighting in the Foreigm Legion. After con- 
siderable delay, this was finally accomlished, and the Squadron became Imovn 
as the Lafayette Escadrille. Of course, the problem of selecting an insignia 
came up at once and, since the "Whooping Indian" seemed to tynify America so 
verfectly, it was chosen almost unanimously. 

Later, in 1917, when the American 105rd Aero Squadron came over to France, 
many of the pilots from the Lafayette Escadrille transferred to the American 
Squadron. In fact, »ractically all of the flying officers of the 104rd were 
officers from the Lafayette Escadrille. At about the same time the 94th Squad- 
ron, then at the front, also receiveG some transfers from the Bscadrillc. 

At the close of the war, both of these organizations were demobilized and 
became the same as the »nrehistoric animals - extinct. Later, however, the 
94th and 10drd were reconstituted as the 94th Purscvit Squadron, inheriting the 
history and citations of both, and many of the honors of the old Lafayette 
Escadrille. For a time the old 94th insignia, the "Hat in the Ring," was used 
as the Squadron insignia for the nev Squadron, but circumstances forced the 
abandonment of this emblem a short time later. 

It anpears rather annrovriate that the old "Plumed Warrior" or "Whooving 
Indian," which was brought to fame durin;; the war by such men as Iufbery, 
Campbell, Rickenbacker and others, should be chosen to grace the ships of the 
94th Squadron, the first completely organized American Squadron to cross the 
lines during the World War, | 
---000--- 


BOMBARDMENT PILOTS REACH DIZZY HEIGHTS 


Bombardment »ilots at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., recently demon- 
strated that Pursuit vilots are not the only wilitary airmen who, when they 
feel so inclined, can ascend to infremuently traveled lanes to secure a taste 
of the rare and exceedingly frigid atmos:here encountered in the high laces. 
According to the News Letter Corresvondent. Lieut. J.A. Ronin, a member of the 
llth Bombardment Squadron, »iloted his Curtis B-2 "Condor" Eomber to an alti- 
tude of 24,940 feet, which is quite an achievement in view of the fact that 
this tyne of plane is the largest and heaviest of any other service tyne in 
the Air Corns. : 

The Corres»ondent goes on to say that the llth Bombardment Squadron had 
conducted a series of altitude flights with these "Condors" and, since every 
pilot in the organization varticipated therein, these flights assumed a come- 
titive flavor. They were scheduled for the wurvose of familiarizing the per- 
sonnel in the use of oxygen at high altitudes, to determine the rate of climb 
of the Bomber at various altitudes and the maximum height which could be ob- 
tained in two hours. The GV-1670 "Conqueror" engines with which the B-2's 
are powered, were opened to their limit when the altitude of 10,000 feet was 
reached. As a result of these altitude flights, a considerable amount of 
Valuable flight data was accumulated. 

---000--~ 


During the month of January, 15 airvlanes and 56 engines were received at 
the Rockwell Air Depot, Calif., for overhaul, while 18 airplanes and 38 en- 
gines were completely overhauled. he | time expended in the engineering shops 
for the mamfacture and revair of Air Corns equinment other than airplanes and 
engines totalled 5,0412 man hours. 
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NEW CLASS £0 START TRAINING. AT PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOLS 


Orders were received at the Air Corps Primary Flying School at Brooks 
Field, San Antonio, Toxas, for a total of 129 students to revort for flying 
training which will stert on or abcut March 1, .1931. The studen its were ordered. 
to rejort at Brocks Field between February 24th and 26th. ‘The period before 
flying training actualiy commences will be devoted _to registration, clothing 
and equinment issuc, discinlinary driil and the usval ‘seemingly endless little 
things which go to malze up the beginning cf a military career. - 

Listed below are the names of students ordered. to report for training: 

Officers 
end caeus . John P. Doyle, Jr., Coast Artillery Corovs, Fort Clark, Texas. 
Noncomi ssioned Officers Training in Grade 
Staff Set. Reece T. Lamb, 46th School Squadron, Brooks Fielc, Texas. 
Staff Sst. Jerome B. McCauley, 40th School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas. 
Tech. Sgt. William E. Fone, 94th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Master Sgt. Edwin B. Woodward, 5lst School Scuadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 
Staff Sgt. William P. Wright, Sist Schcol Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 
Flying. dedets - mlisted on’ (Privates) a 3.5 
Briscoe, Wrnest H., Brocks field, Texas. 
Christenson, Carl M., 68th Service Squadron, Kelly Field,  Texas.: 
Davis, Thomas §S., Fes 53 S2ndSchnool Squadron, Breoks Field, Texas. 
DeBuys, Herbert F., 22nd. Cbservation Squadron, Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Douglas, Lawrence Y., Fort. Benning, Ga. 
Gentry, Elbert-3B., Elst School Scuadron, Brooks Field, ‘Texas. 
Gunn, €ames R.,-R.M.C. Co., 29th Infantry, Fort McPherson, Ga. 
Eughes, Louis R., Machine Gun Troon, i2th Cavalry, Fort Brorn, Texas. 
Hunt, Carroll L.,:-Co."A", Sth Infantry, Fort Sau Houston, Texas. 
Jecques, Pearre DuB., Langley Field, Ya. 
Mitchell, Tugene H., 22nd Observation Squadron, Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Peyton, -Paul P.,-2and- Signal Company, Fort. Sam Houston, Texas. , 
Potter, W. Bronson, -Brocks Field, Texas 
Reineke,::Charles W.,. Breoks Field, Sexos: ; 
Rhoades, George .I.,; 39th School Squadron, .Kelly riela, canted 
Simmens, Celvin 3., Kelly Ficld, Texas. 
Turner, Howard, iOth School Group, Kelly Field, Mexas. 
- fussey, William $., 96th Bomberdment Squadron, Langley Field, Va. 


Fivine Cadets ~ Civilians 




















Acair, Dewey Lamont, Bethany, Miss, Fletcher,.J. Lowell, . -. Dawson, Ga, 
Alexander, Wyatt H.,Jr.,Brookline,Mass. Fletcher, Robt. H. Washington, D.C. 
Armstrong, B.W., Jr. Dothan, Ala. Flint, Amos K.. Erie, Pa. 
Ashworth, R. Chas, Winter Park, Fla. Foley, Willard J.,Jr. Napoleonville, Ia. 
Benander, Milton M. Boston, Mass.. Gardiner, W.C., Dallas, Texas 
Benn, William ’G. ‘Philadelyhia,’ Pa. Greene, Chalmers B. Opelika, Ala, 
Blankenship, V.3., - Kock Hill, S. C. Gresham, Gordon J. Mooresville, N.C, 
Breining, J. Herald Iuling, Texas Groshens, Victor, Jr., Roslyn, Pa, 
Broiles, Hiram, ' Fort Worth, Texas. Guay, Irving 3. Swampscott, Mass. 
Burnitt, Richard W. Calvert, Texas Hallahan, John T. Peabody, Mass. 
Burns, Irving R. Haynesville, La. Hardesty, Marion L. Springfield, Mo. 
Byrom, Taiomas C. Atlanta, Ga. Harris, Clyde C,, Jr. Buffalo, N. Y. 
Chalfant, Wim. 3rd. Philadeiphia, Pa. Harvey, James A. Atlanta, Ga. 
Clicouennoi, George, Sodus, N. Y. Heath, Charles S. Washington, D.C, 
Conroe, Iuther 'S. Cambridge Spss, Pa.  Huimell, William G. Buffalo, N. Y. 
Creeden, Timothy J. Breox.iae, Mass. Hunt, Carroll L. Fort Sam Houston, Tex. 
Donnell, Alfred R., Canyon,Toxas Hunt’ Jack S.. — . Victoria, Texas 
Doughty, Walter C., Hilisboro, Texas. Hunt, Jim W. Victoria, Texas 
Dudek, Edvard F., « Tuffsel0, N. Y. Jackson, Joe C. Bs Meridian; Miss. 
Duran, Albert E. Birmingham, Ala. Keenan, Gregory .. Washington, D.C. 
Dutton, John W. Upper Darby, Pa. Kibbe, Hobert C, Stafford, Conn. 
Dyxes, Thomas C. Pirmingham, Ala. Kimes, Theodore.X...-.  . Memphis, Tenn. 
Erck, Edward EH. New Kensington, Pa, Krauter, Herold J... =: . Comfort, Texas 
Fanning, Harry W. Upser Darby, Fa, Kreider, Herold L. - ~ Hyattsville; Md. 
Fender, Richard F Fort Worth, Texas Little, John KX . Tuscaloosa, Ala, 
Fink, George Monroe, la. ‘Satincwe. Endicott, . .. Washington, D.C. 
Fisher,Robert S. Ft. Sam Houston,Tex. Matthevs, Francis He Houston, Texas 
Fitzsimmons, Edw. W. Fitchburg, Mass. Maxwell, James A., Jr. Brady, Texas 
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 Movtison, Emiett ZL. 
/Newton, Alexander C. 
.Nichols, Erickson S. 


; Boliver, Tenn, 
Malden, Mass, 
Sweetwater, Tenn. 
Hempstead, N. Y. 
Clarion, Pa. 
Clinton, Mass. 
Richmoné, Va. 
Sarasota, Fla. 
Rye, N, Y, 


McAnulty, Joseph A, 
McIntosh, Colin H, 
Michael, Walter 5&., 
Miller, Louis C. 
Mills, John 4., 2d, 
Moore, Joel B. 


Chestertown, Md. 

- Knoxville, Tenn. 
Battle Creek, Mich. 
Washington, D.C. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Chicago, Ill, 
Washington, D.C. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Sen Antonio, Texas 


Robinson, William A. 
Rogers, Frank T. 
Rosenbaum, Wayne A, 
Rothrock, James H. Te 
Rowe, J. Wilson 
Savery, Donald fF, 
Schoonmaker, Geo. B, 
Schuster, Chas. J.,Jr. 
Send, Richard A, 


. O'Brien, Robert E. 
O'Dea, Joseph J.’ 


Qld, Archie J.° 


Parker, Walter T.,Jr. 


Parks, Joseph 


Patterson, Harold _ 


Perring, Henry B.- 


. Pince, Harold A, 
-Prince, George H. 
. Prossen, Peter J. 


Pigh, John S. 
Rice, Leonard F. 
Riley, Wilbir 6. 


Robertson, Chas. McC. 
. Robertson, Walter L. 


. Atlanta, Gea. 
Washington, D. C. 


Clarksville, Texas 


Carrollton,Ala. 
Boston, Mass, 
Dorchester, Mass. . 
Baltimore, Md. 
Dover, N.°H, 


_ New Boston, N. H. 


Cliffside, N. Y. 
Washington, D. C. 
' Memphis, Tenn. 
_ Woodstock, Va. 
Valdosta, Ga. 
Plymouth , N.C. 


‘Smith, Clarence H, 


Stelling, H. Cree, 


Tucker,. William F.,Jr. 
Travis, Mack 0., Jr. 


Turner, Terry M, 


Ventulatt, Thomas W, 
Walker, James W., Jr,, 


Ward, Fred N. 


Wegrzynek, Thaddens, 


Wells, Harry W. 


Wells, John Milton | e 


Williams, T.B. 


Zacchine; A. Josesh, 


Zachs, Samel, 
Ruehl, Victor E, 


7 men 


Palo Pinto, Texas 
dugusta, Ga. 
Woodville, Miss. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Richmond, Va. 
Albany, Ga. 
Daisytown, Pa. 
El Paso, Texas 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Chevy Chase, Md. 
. Chester, Ill. 
‘Quitman, Miss. 
Quincy, Mass. 
Trenton, N. J. 


._Eésex Falls, N. J. 


~ Starting training at the Primary Flying School. at March Field, Riverside, 


men and 117 ejvilians. 


inlisted Men (Privates) Training as Cadets 


Ash,: Norman B., let Balloon Company,’ 


‘Barnes, Joseph A.” 
Bass, Walter McL.° -.. 


Batty, George E. 
Beier, Peter W. 
Blanchard, W. G. 
Bliss, Percival M. 
Blunk, Delmas C. 


Beardman, Thomas G,. 
Brantley,: Robert H, 


Chicago, Ill. 
‘Coronado, Calif. 
Missoula, Mont. 
St. Louis ,Mo. 
Denver, Colo. 


Pasadena, Calif. 


“ Chicago, T11. 
Oakland, Calif. 


‘Martinsville, Ind. 


Yairfield, Idaho 
Poplar Grove,I1l. 


Calif., on March lst, will be a class of 129 students, commrising 12 enlisted 
These students are listed below, as. follows; 





Centerville » Miss. 
Centerville » Miss. 


. Baker, Myrle V.3B., 6th Signal Company, Selfridge Field, Mich, 
Brecht, Eugene, Jr., 70th Service Squadron 

Heilman, Horace’ R., 6th Composite Group Band 

‘Kempf, Arthur, Medical Detachment, Selfridge Field, Mich.’ 
Monteith, Thomas F., March Field, Riverside, Calif. ' 
Nowacki, Casimir T., 27th Pursuit Squadron, 

. Patrick, James H.,: 76th Service Squadron, . 

» Salaty, Stanley W., 13th Cavalry, Ft. Riley, Kansas. 
Tindel, Zeb T., 88th Observation Squadron, 

Treweek, James Ms, 4.C. Technical School, Rantoul, Thi. 
Waldron, Russell Ley 6th Composite Grou") ‘Band, 


| Flying Cadets ~ Civilians 
Sc cnidatty Jules Boi Je. Berebhpy; Calde. 


Arkema, Edw. L.S,.°- 
Randel, Kenneth W. 


San Diego, Calif. 
- New York City 


Johnstown, Pa, 
Kenosha, Wis. 
 Montezumg, Ga, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Eldorade, §.D. 
' Jead, S.D. 
Ray, Ohio 


cool, N. Bruce, Jr. Colorado Sngs. ,Colo. 
Cornell, Loren . (Chicago, Ill. 
Corrigan, Emmet J. Otis Orchard, Wash. 


Crawford, Karl L. 
Curtis, in, Kent 
Dally, Ben H. 


DeLonge, Merrill E, 


Dillon, Arthur &, 
Eshelman, Dean H, 
Easley, Fred: 0. 

Fawkes, John lL. 
Fisher, Lloyd A. . 


‘Arkadelphia, Ark, 


Berkeley, Calif. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Bison, Okla. 

Svokane, Wash. 

Fordyce, Ark, 


Clarke sburg, W.Va. 


Wabpeton, N. D. 


. Breeding, Wilbux” Re Sac 





Bruce, Carl F,.: 


Carlson, Arnold &, 


Case, Kenneth R,: 
Clark, Everett 0. 
Claybon, Charlee 


Collins, Robert’ B,- 


pento, CalifL 
Tucson, Ariz. 
St. Pevl, Minn. 

Marshfield, Mo, 

Detroit, Mich. 
Evansville, Ind. 


St. Louis, Mo. . 


Conners, Geo.W.; Jr. Santa Rosa, Calif. 


Conners, Lewis J. 


Minot, N, D. 


7b x0 


’ Sabetha, Kans. 


Fletcher, Bugene,Jr. 
Morrill, ‘Kans. 


Gephart, Laurel J. 
Gfroérer, Kenneth J. Madison, Wis. 
Gragg, Bernard B, Jr. ~ Detroit, Mich. 
Graupner, A.E., Jr. SmFrancisco, Calif, 
Hand, Robert Y, _ .Bvanston, Ills. 
Hadley, Brvan Huntington Park, Calif. 
Harker, Robert A. _, Berkeley,Calif. 
Harrison, Reginald Los Angeles, Calif. 
Ve6128, A.C. 
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4a Layten, James C.. «''; 


‘«-Merrick, Dana -T. 
.:- ‘Newman, ‘Sterling B..! 


-:' Parker, Lewis C. 
<¢ Patterson, Edwin F... 


“Pierce, William,Jr. 
‘f Pippinger,. Daniel W. 


_ America. “Oficers af’the Club' are: ‘Lieut. C.6.. Pearcy, President; “Corporal 


Hastings, Altert-F. Tucson, Ariz. 


Hayes, Fredk. A. Collinsville, Ill. 
Hedberg, Albert 0. Froid, Mont. . 
Herndon, Rees F. . Tucson, Ariz. | 


Hutchinson, Joseph D.Albuquerqus, ‘N. M. 
Irelan, Phillip B. 
Irvine, Percy S.Jr. 
Jensen, James C. . 
,Jobnston,A. W. 
Johnston, Wn. D. 
Kinsey, Lawrence L. 
Kirk, Arzie L. 


‘Davenport, Iowa. 
Fresno, Calif. 
River Forest, Ill.° 
Palo Alto ,Calif. 

’ Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Tishomingo, Okla. 


- -Kreager, Stanley D, ayens, Rapids, Mich. 
oo Kristofferson, H.C. -.. 


Rainier, Wash. 
Cherokee, Okla. 
Detroit; Mich. 
Covington, Ky. 
Pasadena, Calif. 
‘Arvada, ‘Colo. 
Levensaler, James L.. Berkeley’, Calif... 


‘Krogh, Harold. ms. .7 
Latodie, Ora’A, 3 
Law, Howard Ge 2 Pe ae S 
Lawrence, Walter E.” 


_' Lindawoed,Warren N.: Minneapolis; Minn. 
OW Locke, Claude B.Jr, 
Yagi! “Boy W. 8 
: Mefiley?"C, Edwin 


— Calif.” 
‘ Denver, Colo. 
Emett, Idaho. 
McDaniel1s,. Pe 
McIlvaine,” BG. 
McLean, Robt. J. 5° 
Matthews, James 
Miller, Silas M. .. 
Milstead, Jack D 


/ Ban Francisco, Calif. 
- Coronadd’, Calif. 
a Diego, Calif. 
/Topeka, Kans. 
‘Wiemann. Ind. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
. Berkeley, Calif. 
ieee: Okla. 
Littleton, Colo. 
-‘ Louisville, Ky. 
Honelulu, H. T. 
Suisun, Calif. 
Iowa City, Iowa. 


Olinger,..Paul. T. 


Pierce, Dudley H. 


‘Portland, Ore. 


Chidago; T11.."" 


Wilson, Claude V.°: 


‘Tilliams, W.F. 
‘Working, - ramos Ce: 


P ota 
t 

ott ee a an <x 
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Price, W. Jess 


Seiten Okla , 

Prout, Percy Le. ate ‘Detroit, Mich, 
Richards, Roy ‘Rayp* “) . ' Elyria, Ohio, 
Riggs, Wilbert He = ‘Chamvaign,1, 


Rosasco, Walter L. 
Rueff, Philip W.- 
‘Russell, Robt.W. IN os 
‘Sartain, Hayden - : 
» Schulz, Fred ¢. - 
Searle, Nathan 


Little Rock, Ark, 
St..Matthews, Ky, 
Riverside, Calif, 
' Colusa, Calif, 
' Columbus, Ohio, 
Fort Wayne, Ind, 


Shaw, Charles D..: Oakwood, Okla, 
‘Showalter, Lehn H. Tahlequah, Okla, 
Sinclair, Frank D. Detroit, Mich, 
Smith, Don We Fremont, Ohio, 


' $mith, Fred W. 
Smith, Roger W. 
Snyder, Ira D. 


Los Angeles, Calif, 
| Pittsburgh, Kans, 
Chicago, Il, 


Spickelmier, R.L. Guthrie, Okla, 
. Stanchfield, Charles Fond du lac, Wis, 
Status... Karl J. aa Woodland, Mo, 


‘Detroit, Mich, 
San’ Gabriel, Calif, 
Los Angeles, Calif, 
Fillmore, Ind, 
Chicago, Ill. 
Burbank, Calif, 
Norman, Okla, 

East Chicago, Ind, 
Ponca City, - Okla, 
—“ Stuttgart,. Ark, 
' Edgerton, Ohio. 
Texarkana, Ark, 
Flagstaff, Ariz, 
. “tone Beach, Calif. 
“ Iowa City, Iowa. 
Sénta’ ‘Barbara, Calif. 
Glenwood Spgs, Colo. 


Taylor," JosephiC.+” 
‘Treaner,y : ‘Walter 0. 
Townsend, Foster C. 
Tribett, -Gilbert V. 
Waddell, Frank J. 
“Waite, Howard W. 
Walner, Wm. R. 
Welsh, Lawrence K. 
Warren, Doyle 0. . 
White, Clyde . pa 
Wiley, Maurice W....-- 
Wilkinson, Caleb’ .“* 
Wilson, Norman A. © 


Wilson, Stewart E. 


Each. person, other than officers already enlnsiuend and nonconmassionéd 
officers training in grade, is required to enlist as Flying Cadet fora period 
of three years. Flying Cadets who fail to meet the standard required at the Air 
Corps Primary Flying Schools are given an honorable discharge and revert to 
their civilian status. Howéver, a provision is made whereby an enlisted man of 
the Army appointed as a Flying Cadet may revert to his previous status in the. 
Regular Army, should He so desire. Students who successfully complete the eight 


. months?’ course at the Primary Flying School and the four months! course at the 
. Mavanced Flying: School are commissioned as end Lieutenants in the Air Corps 


Reserve’ and, under the" provisions: of their enlistment, are required to serve 
‘08 active duty under their Reserve commission for a period of two years, unless, 
in ‘the medntime, they are: “commiagsoned in the Regular Army. 


gee 7 fee 


. BROOKS FED onion as A RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB . 


as Personnel. of”, Brooks. Fiela; shih ‘katonio, fexas, have ipntiels a Rifle and 
Pistol Club, which is to. be affiliated. with. the National Rifle Association of 


Curt: Jones, Vice Presidents: tieut, tHe Baxter, Secretary-Treasurer; and Set. 


G. Be S &tt, Executive ‘Oretéer.: 


count, Ws 


Ja: ete “tt “ets > 
a 


; te Photo, necro) ‘Brooks Field, has very, - 


ste 7000 & “ 


2 peek “4 a new Pritt aha Wikiney high Silapdileaton. "asp Ng" motors have 


Calif. for. Bervice test. 


- ~been installed in the new Bul2crsx 6f the 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, 
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QUICK*WIMTED ENLISTED MuN SAVE’LIVE OF ‘PILOT © 


The quick thinking and action of three enlisted mon undoubtedly saved the 
life of 2nd Lieut. C.W. Causey, Jr., Air Corns Reserve, who crashed on. the 
golf links onsen the: fiying field of the Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, 
Calveston, Texas, on the morning of Jamary 26th. ‘The plane caught fire imme- 
diately following the crash, and the three enlistéd men risked their om: ‘lives. 
to pull Lieut. Causey from the blazing wreck. 

On the day of the crash, according to the Ners Letter Corresvondent, the 
orders at the airdrome were for rear seat gunnery. Several vlanes were already 
in the air, and the usual activities were going on about the field. The wind 
was ovt of the East, and therefore the planes were taking off in that direction. 
Arzamont men were bucy on the various shins scheduled to fly. In order to fa- 
cilitate onerations, these nlanes were taxied on the field and to a svot re- 
served for them. As it came time for a pilot and his gunner to take to the air, 
hese wlanes would tale off from this particular corner of the field. Fate had 
arranged for a cowsle of wet snots in this same area, and it seemed that every 
pilot taxing off chose the save course. Directly in line with these planes was 
the armanent shed where targets and other articles of use for the range are 
kent stored, This building is about nine feet high and around trventy feet long. 

As each-plene tock off, the men in this shed would sneculate on the chances 
of a nlane failing to. male clearance and hitting the building. One recruit who 
nas standing at the door would shout,- "Here comes one!" as each ship cleared 
the field. A plane landed and out of it hopped Lieut. Frank L. Skeldon, 90th 
Attack Sqadroa. A few: inimites later and he was in the rear cockpit of a plane 
piloted by Lieut. CO. On Use y Jr., also of the 90th Squadron. * The motor was 
elready warmed. wp end,as soon as sogzles, safety belts, etc., were adjusted, 
they took off. The next instant the men in the armament shack heard and felt 
acrash. Targets fell on ammonia bottles and broke them. ‘The gas added to the. 
confusion. Those not in line with the barrage of target bundles instinctively. 
looked up to see a large hole in the roof. The undercarriage of an A-3B flashed 
by es they gozed avestricken. 

There were three men who, it may be said, acted without thinlting. One of 
these men, Private Vernon E. Powell, 6Cth Service Squedron, was working on a 
detail just a short distance awey. He was the first to reach the plane, and as 
he was in a nosition to see the entire axfair we will let him describe what 
ha pened, 

"J wes worlzing," Povrell relates, "on a fatigue detail near the armament 
shed, As each plane toox off I would stop to watch it. When Lieut. Causey 
took off I stoyped to vatch him. He seemed to head right for the shack. I ex- 
pected him to zocm cver it but he didn't, arid when his wheels hit the roof I 
knew there was soing to be a crash and headed that way without thinking. ‘There 
vas a rendins crash as the roof was torn anart. Half of the landing gear was 
torn off and went flying away with bite of the roof. ‘The plane nosed dow and 
hit the ground about 100 feet the other side of the shack. As the vlane hit 
the ground, Lieut Skeldon, in the rear cocipit, was thrown out and came dom 
on the wing as the ship bounced into the air. When she landed next, about 75 
feet further, Lieut. Skeldon was tossed. about 40 feet out into the rough on the 
golf cource on which the crash occurred. The nlane came t9 rest here, and as - 
it cid so it turned around’so that it was pointing in the seneral direction it 
had taxen off from. Irmediately it burst into flames." 

The other tro men'’were in the armament shed whet the crash came. Without 
the least bit of thoucht, they reced around the corner ‘Of the building and tore 
through the fence aiter Powell. — 

Powell went to the aid of Lieut. Sreldon, whose inert form lay about fifty 
feet from the burning shiv. ‘The other two men, Privates Herbert 2. Thompson 
and John B. Smith, both of the 90th Attack Squaaron, went to tue assistance of 
Lieut. Causey, who was unconscious. Smith, a man of rather short stature, 
tried to lift the unconscious vilot out of the plane. He was tunable to do so, 
for one of Lieut. Ceusey's shoes was anchored firmly by molten metal that had 
flowm around the sole of the shoe and then hardened. Undaunted by this ob- 
stacle and by the fect that the flames were getting hotter evevy second, Smith 
crawled in onto the yilot's lap and unfastened the shoe. Both men were then 
able to lift the injured man from the plane. That théy were not a bit too soon 
is shomm by the fact that Lieut. Causey's clothes were already in flames. 


Lieut. Causey regained consciousness in the ambulance which arrived only a 
-78= V~6128, A.C. 








few seconds following the erash. Lieut. Sceldon was "out" for several days 
and, although his condition was described as serious, it was said it was not 
critical. He was later removed to the Fort Sam Houston Hospital at San Antonio, 

The action of the three enlisted men in removing Lieut. Causey from the 
blazing wreck demonstrated their ability to think and act quickly in a time of 
great emergency and their ax»arent disregard for their own personal safety 
vnen the lives of others were at stoke. ‘They are to be warmly commended for 
their brave actions. 

---000--- 


15TH OBSERVATION SQUADRON SETS NEW FLYING TIME RECORD 


' Favored with good weather and some additional hours of night flying, the 
15th Observation Squadron, Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., completed during 
the period January 6th to February 5th the highest total of flying hours it 
has ever run up in a month's time during the training period of the year. ‘The 
total flying hours for its airplanes during this period was over 566, and this 
total was compiled with one of its 13 airplanes out of commission during the 
entire period and three more at Fairfield Air Depot during the last week. As 
Mondays are given over entirely to the inspection of airnlanes and there was 
no flying on Wednesday afternoons or Saturdays, nearly all of the flying time 
recorded vas rung up during the 134 days remaining after the few days of bad 
weather were deducted. 

Formation flying carried the biggest total with over 194 hours, while 
radio missions came next with 105 hours. Navigation problems, night flying, 
cross-country training and reconnaissance missions all had a good credit of 
flying hours, and there were smaller totals for testing, dronving and picking 
up messages, vhotographic missions, and miscellaneous flying. 

Mach credit for this fine total of flying hours is given to the airplane. 
crews who put in many an extra hour at the hangars in order to have the planes 
on the line ready to go at the starting hour the following morning. 

mmes QO Qwarce 


ROCKWELL FIELD FLYERS STAGE AERIAL REVIEWS 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., was recently the scene of several aerial 
reviews, honoring distinguished members of the Army and the Navy. 

-The reviews were held on the 10th, 17th and 24th of January, and were con- 
ducted by the Seventh Bombardment Group. Admiral T.J. Senn, Commandant of the 
Zleventh Naval District; Brigadier-General R.M. McCleave, Commanding the Sixth 
Infantry Brigede, and Rear Acmoral J.M. Reeves, Commanding the Aircraft Squad- 
rons, Battlefleet, were the men honored in the order nained. 

After passing by in the customary aerial review, the llth Bombardment and 
the 95th Pursuit Sqadrons went through short formation drill demonstrations. 
The honored visitors were very high in their praise of the local organizations, 
commenting particularly on their axpearance and the intricate maneuvers per- 
formed by the squadrons in the air. 

---000--— 


MICHIGAN'S EXECUTIVE PRAISES THE FIRST PURSUIT GROUP 


In avpreciation of the vart vnlayed by the lst Pursuit Group in the cere- 
monies incident to his inauguration, the Governor of Michigan addressed the 
following letter to Major George H. Brett, Commanding Officer of Selfridge 
Field: 


"My dear Major Brett: 

At this time I wish to convey to you my deepest appreciation and 
heartfelt thanks for your work in the preparation and fulfilment of the 
wonderful aerial disnlay on the day of my inavguration. 

This was indeed a very interesting and colorful event of the day,and 
I appreciate very much your interest in seeing this vart of the program 
carried out. 

Accept my sincere thanks, and be assured I shall not forget this 
expression of friendship on your part. 

Cordially and sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Wilber M. Brucker." 
-79— V-6128, A.C. 
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WORK BEGINS ON NEW BUILDING PROGRAM AT SCOUT FIELE 


Work on the new builaing »vrogram for Scott Ficld, Belleville, Ill., was 
jnitiated on February Sth, when the “st excavation was mace for the one set 
of noncommissioned officers quarters authorized for this Fiscal Year. The 
contract for this building was avarded to the J.A. Moraw and Owens Co., of 
Chicego, the amount being gust under $17,000.’ 

Tie contract for the first tarracks vas awerded to the Nobel Construction 
Comeny of Lacrosse, Wis., but vas not accerved, and the matter was. referred 
to Washington for sctt.ement. KLE trouzh no official annourcament of the out- 
come was made, local newspavers were advised from Washington sources that a 
decision had been made to reaévertise for bids on this building in the near 
future. ( hs eo. S. 

The wreclzing of part of the barracks of the Ninth. Balloon Company to 
clear the provosod cit® for shis barracks vas comsieted by the men of this 
comany. All. of the lumber suitable for saivage has been sorted over, com- 
nletely denailed and turned in to the sost carpenter shop. 

FF eee Q0O--= 


TRANSCONTINENTAL HIKER VISITS FORT CROCKETT 


A recent visitor to Fort Crockett, Galves ton, Texas, w s James B. 


O'Connors, a Spanish-American War veteran, who as traming pot New York to 
San Francisco with his brindle bvlldog mascot, Set. Siike. 


O'Connors is carrying a lebier from the comanding officer of the eastern 
army area to the commander of the western army area. The two hikers were the 
guests of the I3th Smuadiron during their brief stay at Fort Crockett. 

ati cia 3 


NEY LOCATION FOR AIRPLANE INSIGNIA 


The 17th Pursuit pete. Ist Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., 
obtained authority to siace their insignia, "The White Snow Owl," on. each 
side of the ring cowl which encircles tle engine on the P-1<C planes. This 
idea is a denarture fron the old custom of placing the insignia on each side 
f the fuselage, just at the cocmit.: It is also planned to place.the nilot's 
none just below the irsimmia., he Scuacron is still without brackets enough 
to equip all the ships with ring cowls, cate five ships being so equirned at 
the present time. 

-~--090--= 


EW SVzIAiL NG POOL AT: acer FIELD 


The new swimming ene" at: Clazk Field, Pampanga, P.I., was unofficially 
opened on December 18% tendscaving and sodding is about completed, anda 
large tabdlet.of bronze is Seing cast which will be leid with fitting dedication 
cevemonies in the near future. ‘The nook, the dimensions of which are 60 by 
75 feet, with a maximm ¢cepth of 9 feet, is located directiy in front of the 
squadron barracks. The margin is surrounded 2x a cement walk done in color, 
and the nool rim is »rovided with a white tile gutter around its entire cir- 
cumference. Its constriction resresents a most commendabie achievement by 
the officers and men of the Taird Pursuit Squadron, and when completed will be 
second to none in the Philippine Islands. - 

---000--~ 


CONTENTMENT NOW REIGNS SUPRau | AMONG SELFRIDGE PLILD BACHELORS 


The long svfferine — have at last’ come into their own at Selfridge 
Field,. Mich. . The tackeior quarters vere teken over from the contractor during 
he last of Jamary, end the: boys: packed up their tooth brush and other shirt 
and moved in. ‘he only trouble so far is that Lieut. Remey's dog has been 
having a hard time remembering just where his master's voice was last heard. 
a wandered by mistake into Captain Heyt's palatial apartments, during which 
isit he (the dog) got tangled up with some of the Captain's glassware with 
Hemet: results to the glassware. 
The bachelcrs have settled down by now, however, and are enjoying the 
luxury of. bricie walls, steam heat, ‘etc. 
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THE FATE OF THE TWO LOST AIRMEN 


The first hint as to what fate befell Lieut. J.E. Grasty and his crew 
chief, Cor oral Phillip Schuchman, on the night of January llth, when they be- 
came lost in a storm, was given up by the sea when Coast Guard men found part 
of a wing spar, a life preserver and bits of fabric on the beach, seven miles 
southeast of San Iuis Pas. The wreckage was found on Jamuary 16th, five days 
after the men were reported as lost. 

Major Davenport Johnson, Commanding Officer of the Third Attack Group,in 
company with Lieut. Robert Taylor, flew down to Freeport where they identified 
the wreckage as being that of the ill-fated plane. 

On Sunday, January 25th, exactly three weeks after the time the men were 
lost, a party of hunters found the body of a man dressed in aviators clothing 
on the beach about eight miles from Freeport. Officials at Fort Crockett 
were notified. Enough information was given over the phone to convince the 
officers receiving the call that the body was that of one of the missing men. 
Shortly afterwards an undertaker's car, with Major Robert C. Murphy, M.C., as 
passenger, departed for Freevort. 

The body was identified as that of Corporal Schuchman. It was in a re- 
markable state of preservation, considering the time it had been exoosed. No 
parachute was found on the dead man, which would indicate that he had bailed 
cut and when a short way from the water cleared his chute only to find hin- 
self hopelessly weighted down by his heavy flying suit before he could 
remove it. 

Funeral services were held at the Funeral Home of J. Levy and Brother. 
The entire 13th Squadron was present, as well as a host of the dead man's 
friends. Staff Sergeant Edison Kirkman acted as attendant to the remains, 
which were sent to Elizabethtown, Pa., where they were taken by George 
Schuchman, uncle of the deceased. 

--=000--- 


CONSTRUCTION WORK AT SCOTT FIELD 


Scott Field received an additional appropriation toward its 1931 building 
program for the erection of eight noncommissioned officers! quarters. The 
amount to be expended for these mildings is limited to $125,000, but the News 
Letter Correspondent hopes that when the bids are opened on March 10th the de- 
sired result will be obtained. The new tildings will te thé:same as the one 
recently started on which the bid was about $16,400, and it is thought that 
with eight tildings the contractors will be able to cut this »rice enough to 
get within the avpropriation. 

New bids were also asked for on the one barracks bmilding authorized for 
this year. When the first bids were opened, the contract was awarded to the 
Nobel Construction Co. of Lacrosse, Wis., but the contract was not accepted 
and recently the Constructing Quartermaster was directed to readvertise for 
bids. The new bids mst not be over $100,000 in order to be considered, and 
several minor changes were made in the specifications which will lessen the 
cost of construction. On the original bids for this building, only two con- 
tractors were under the new designated limit, the next bidders' figures being 
about $115,000. ‘The new bids will be opened on March 3rd, and the hope is 
expressed that construction can be started about April lst. 

---000--~ 


RETIREMENT OF STAFF SERGEANT CARVEY 


An aerial review was recently held at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, in 
honor of Staff Sergeant E. J. Carvey, 13th Attack Squadron, who was retired on 
January 3lst with the pay and allowances of a Warrant Officer. 

Sergeant Carvey saw service in the Philinpine Islands, Cuba and Hawaii. 

He served as a Captain in the Infantry during the World War. His record during 
his thirty years with the colors is one of honest, loyal and faithful service, 
exemplifying the finest type of the American soldier. 

Sergeant Carvey exvects to make his home in Los Angeles, Calif. 

--~000--~ : 


Hon. Frank W. James, Chairman of the House meget | Committee, made a 
quick visit to Scott Field, I1l., January 3lst to investigate the building needs 
ef the post. He arrived in one of the new single-motored Fokker Transvorts, 
piloted by Capt. A.B. McDaniel, coming from Chamute Field. After lunch and a 
conference with Lt.-Col. Paegelow, he departed for Ft, Leavenworth, Kansas. 
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TRAINING STARTS AT MATHER FIELD 
By the News Letter Corresovondent 


Now that the sidewalks have been laid, the buildings painted and new ships 
received, the air over Mather Field has become a veritable mad house. All hands 
have turned to whip a snayny Pursuit outfit in trim for the "Big Show" in the 
Spring. 

, With the recent arrival of 10 new Pl2C airslanes from the factory, an in- 
tensive training schedule was inaugurated, consisting of flying mornings four 
days a week, with two hours of ground school in the afternoons. So far the 
weather has been cooperating with the schedule, On the first morning.of the 
operation of the schedule, a ground fog rolled in unexpectedly and caused ten 
forced landings due to bad weather. This gave the versonnel concerned some 
very good forced landing practice which could not otherwise have been included 
in the curriculum. Since then, however, the weather man has been thwarted by 
reversing things and holding ground school in the mornings and flying in the 
sunny afternoons. 

The usual squadron formation work is going on, special attention being 
paid to leading. Most of the pilots now here will be at least element leaders 
when our full complement of pilots arrives in March. With this in mind, each 
pilot is given ample opportunity to lead flights and profit by the criticism 
of the other more experienced leaders who take their turn in the wing »ositions. 
Then, too, there are frequent navigation flights »nerformed in DH planes to ac- 
quaint the ,ilots with the. terrain and gaining information of the various air- 
ports in this vicinity. This is very necessary at this time of the year due 
to the rolling type of ground fog which comes and goes without warning up and 
down the valley. Several times the field was obscured by this 100-ft. deep 
blanket during early morning flying, and the flights which haypened to be out 
on missions had to seek other air rorts and return after the mist had cleared. 

On Saturdays we have maneuvers. So far these have consisted of sending a 
flight of at least 6 DH's on a triangular cross country with about a ¢-hours' 
start. ‘Then a flight of Pursuit ships will take off and scour the countryside 
for the enemy DH's. The trips are 600 miles or more and necessitate a stop 
for gas and lunch, thus making a pleasant, interesting “ne instructive mission 
for the end of the week. 

In the exrectation that the 20th Pursuit Group will be radio-equiyped, the 
principal ground: school subjects are radio and the eternal buzzer. There are 
also sessions in Tactics and Engineering. The latter is-very necessary at this 
station due to the variety of ships flomm. We have'three tyves of P-12's,eight 
DH's, a Douglas 0-25 and a Fokker tri-motor to slay around with. Everyone gets 
plenty of time in every type.of ship, so that an intimate knowledge of the 
peculiarities of each is necessary. 

It is surprising how quickly the morale goes up as soon as work commences 
on the line, In January the average pilot time here was between 30 and 35 
hours. There have been numerous ferry trins. as well, since most of our ships 
are coming from overhaul or are new. We have ferried 10 new P~12C's here from 
the factory in Seattle, Wash., and our other 15 P-12B's are coming by install- 
ments from the Depot-at Rockwell Field as fast as they are overhauled. While 
basking in the warm California sun and enjoying all the flying time one could 
Want, we are becoming more and more certain that there is no better station 
than good old "Alma Mather." 

---00e~——- 


72ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON CHALLENGED 


"At this weitine. " says the Corresvondent from the 28th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, Nichols Field, P.I., "we desire to pick up the gauntlet which our Iuke 
Field contemporaries nave flung down so arrogantly - a challenge which is not 
compatible with our squadron honor to ignore. 

While the versonnel of the 72nd Bombardment Squadron is to be commended 
for waging a strenuous fight under adverse conditions, nevertheless it remains 
for us to disillusion them from the fact that they are not the first nor the 
only Eombardment squadron to be equipned with miscellaneous type »lanes. Con- 
Sider the claim of this somewhat ambiguous honor of this organization. Our 
LB5A's were washed out in September, 1929. Since that date, our Bombardiers 
have been forced to the indignity of flying any ne mongrel which we could 
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beg or borrow. To a Bombardment pilot this means tasting the bitterest dregs 
of the cup of despair. 

Let, therefore, our confreres in Pineanvle Land stay at home and tend to 
their omm fruit trees rather than roam abroad declaiming such a statement 
which tends to pilfer the laawel s of a long suffering organization." 

At the same time the above challenge reached the News Letter, the follow 
ing was noted in the contribution from Iuwlke Field, T.H.: 

"7end Bombardment Squadron,. 
The Squadron carried out the regular Statics schedule of cross-country, 
formation and night flying during the vast month, with quite a bit of aerial 





bombing training. We remain the only Bombardment Squaaron equipped with Attack & 


planes and claim that we can fly Attack missions better than any Attack Squad. 
ron in the service. Ca tain Heiseh, our Comsaanding Officer, is an Attacker 
from way back, and where he leads Lieuts. Pyle, McCoy, Cheatle, Todd, Steenson, 
Davies and Boyd, the natives lmow that the 72nd 'Bombideers! have the situa- 
tion well in hand. 

The organization received a letter of commendation from the Commanding 
Officer, 64th Coast Artillery (AA), stationed at Fort Shafter, on the excellent 
performance of Tow Tarzet ifissions in connection with the annual Machine Gun 
Target season. All artillery missions were carried out by pilots from the 
7end Squedron, end were declared 'the best ever furnished! by the Artillery 
officers on duty with the 64th Coast Artillery." 

---000-—— 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station; Major John D. Reardan, Wright Field, 0., to Newnort, 
R.I., July lst for duty as student, 1931-32 course, Naval War College. 

Major Mertin F. Ssanlon, Assistant Military Attache for Air, London, 
Eng., to Walter Reed Cenera? Hospital, Washinzton, D.C. 

Captain Leland R. Hewitt, Instr. Avk. Natil Guard, Little Rock, Ark., to 
Philipines, sailing from San Fraucisco about May 27th. 

Captain Robert G. Breén, Air Corns Tactical School, Langley Field, Va.,to 
Parkwater, Wash., for duty with 41st Div. Aviation, N.G., as instructor. 

Mejor Cariyle H. Wash, Havaiian Dent., to Langley Field, Va. 

Cept. Ernest’ Clavk,-EFolling Field, D.C., to Hawaiian Dept., Apr. drd. 

1st Lieut. John P. Kirkendall, Hawaiian Dept., to Merch Field, Calif. 

Upon conmmletion foreign. service, 1st Lt. Carl W. Pyle to March Field, 
Calif. Assignment to Rockwell: Field revoked. 

Ist’ Lieut. Glenn C. Salisbury, Kelly Field, to duty with Organized 
Reserves, lst Coros Area, Eoston, Mass. 

Upon completion of ‘sresent course of instruction at Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, 2nd Lieuts. Thomas J. Iubose to Philippines; Samuel 
V. Stonhenson to Panama; Didney A. Ofsthnn to Hawaiian Department. 

Reserve Officers to extended ective duty to June 30, 1931: From Feb. 18, 
end Lt. Will W. McC Sonnell, Buffalo, N.Y., to Selfridge Field, Mich.; From 
Feb. 10th, 2nd Lt. Frank KE, Quindry, Chicago, Il1., to Selfridge Field; From 
Feb. l5th: end it. Fuoert B. Duckworth, Atlanta, Ga., to Maxwell Field, Ala.; 
From March lst; 2nd Lis.dhomes R. Potts, Aurora Hills, Va., to Mitchel Field; 
Desmond iurshy, Chesterton, Ind., to Post.Field, Okla.; From March 16th; end 
Lt. Gerard F. Mulligan, Dorchester, Mass., to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; From March 
llth; ond Lt. Richard Bb. Stith; Hollywood, Calif., to Rockwell Field, Calif.; 
From Feb. 24th, 2nd Li. Howard S. Behr, Washington, D.C., to Mitchel Field; 
From March 3lst, 2né it. Jonn H. Williamson, Monroe, La., to Fort Crockett, Tex.; 
From Avril 2nd, 2nd Lts. Earry T. Rowland, San Antonio, Texas, to Fort Bam 
Houston, Tex.; Clarence L. Terrill, Takome Park, Md.,to Langley Field, Va. From 
April 36th, 2nd Lt. Byron S. Cooper, Minot, N.D., to Crissy Field, Calif. 

Relieved from Detail to the Air Corns: end Lts. Frederick D. Atkindon to 
Srd Field Artillery, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Ind.; John S. Guthrie to 13th 
Inf., Fort Ethan Allen, Vt.; Eli Stevens to Sth Infantry, Fort Williams, Me. 

Promotions: Major Henry H. Arnold to Lieut.-Colonel, rank Feb. ist; To 
Captain; Ast lieuts. Muir S. Fairchild, rank Jan. 15th; James G. Taylor, rank 
Jan, 19th; Leland W. Miller, Ravhael Beez, Jr., Robert H. Finley, Don L. 
Hutchins, Clarence H. Welch, Ennis C, Whitehcad, Alfred J. Lyon, Harry L. Clark, 
renk Feb. lst; To lst Lieut.: 2nd Lts. Josenh C.A. Denniston, Jan, 28th; John 
H. McCormick, Feb. Ist. 

ssignation; Ist Lieut. Harvey Ke Greenlaw. 
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THE BC- GN- 152 | 


Delivery of a considerable 
quantity of BC-GN-152 aircraft radio 
receivers, which are a modification 
of a previous type BC-152, is now go- 
ing forward. . The modification con- 
sists of a provision for the use of 
the UX-864 tubes in place of the 
fragile VI-5. The new tube has been 
given the designation ViI+24. 

With the new tubes the sensiti- 
vity of this receiver is from three 
to five times as much as could be 
obtained in the same receiver with 
the VI-5 tubes. In fact, this - 
characteristic has been improved so 
mich that it has been found »ossible 
to operate an indicating meter in 
place of headshones. This gave rise 
to an idea that with a loop antenna 
wound on the wings of a biplane, and 
a tuner for the-loop,.the BC-1L52 _ 
receiver could be used as a “homing? 
device. 
With an inditeidinne meter on the 
pilot's: instrument board to show him 
when he is flying toward a selected 
broadcasting station, somewhat the 
equivalent of a radio beacon could 
be realized when within receiving . 
range of any broadcasting station. . 
After trying this out with excellent 
results, ten sets of "Aircraft 
Course Indicators," which are the 
adapters necéssary to ‘couple up the 
BC-152 receiver to a loop antenna and 
and the indicating meter, were pro- 
cured for test. 

The use cf a receiver and a 
wing loop as a "homing" device is an 
olf practice. The inclusion of an 
indicating meter to show departure 
from the path toward the radio sta- 
tion at the dedtination is an inno- 
vation. With broadcasting stations 
in most principal cities, such 
equipment may prove a useful aid to 
air navigation. 

---000--— 


On Friday, Feb. 13th, the lst 
Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y., com- 
pleted a very successful radio mis- 
Sion. The Squadron was divided into 
two flights, and the leader of each 
flight equinped with two-way radio. 
The Squadron Commander took the air 
in the Amphibian, also eouipped with 


two-way radio, and from which he di- 
rected both "A" and "B" Flights. From 
the air, the Squadron Commander assign- 
‘ed missions to each of the flights, 
changed the missions from time to time, 
, and made such corrections as he saw fit. 
_ In general, he maintained complete con- 
| trol of his Squadron while it was in 

' the air, though at times he was miles 

_ from one or the other flight. 

. ---000--= 


Langley Field has been going on the 
air every week through Broadcasting 
' Station WEAR, Norfolk, Va. Col.Kirtland, 
_ the post commander, offered the servi- 
ces of the Langley Field Band and other 
‘ personnel for broadcasting purposes. to 
Station WIAR, and the offer was gladly 
' accented. 
The matter was turned over to 1st Lt. 
. James E. Adams to make the necessary 
arrangements and, as a result, the 
band, the orchestra, and an officer 
making a ten-minute talk, are heard 
every Tuesday night between 8:30 and 


., 9300.p. So far, talks were made by 


Col. Kirtland on the ‘subject of 
Langley Field; the following week by 
Major Curry, who gave-a very inter- 
‘esting talk on the Air Corps Tactical 
.School. The third week Major Follett 


- Bradley delivered a-very concise talk 


on Military Aviation. 0On- Tuesday 
night,’ Feb. 10th, Major H.A. Dargue, 
‘Commanding Officer cf the 2nd Bombard- 
ment Group, described the work of the 
| Bombardment Group and its preparation 
| for active service. 
| Additional talks have been scheduled 
{for various officers at Langley Field 
‘on subjects connected with Langley 
Field and aviation'in general. ‘These 
; talks and band concerts’are proving 
| very. popular, and it is hoped to make 
iLangley Field’ well know throughout 
the territory served by Station WTAR. 
~~ GO 0Q——- 


Major A.H. Gilkeson, Lieut. A.F. 
Hegenberger; Capt. T.C. Rives, Signal 
(Corns; | and W.G. Eaton, of the*Radio 
‘Laboratory, flew from Wright Field to 
iMaxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., on 
Jan. esrd for the purpose of conducting 
nigh frequency transmission tests on 
‘new radio airplane equipment. ‘These 
ltwoeway tests were made with Wright 
lPield and various other stations along 
ithe route, amateur radio operators also 
ibeing invited to tune in with'the air 
‘plane which used the call letters AB-6. 
The return flight was made on the 
Inight of January 24th, when radio and 
hasnaneae flying equipment were tried out. 
---000--—" 
Contributions solicited for this page. 
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Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Jan. 30th: 





A. Board of Officers convened at Wright Field for the purpose of making 
recommendations for the vurcHase of Observation airplanes. The conference last. 
ed for soverni deys. Yuose participating were: Li.-Col. F.M. Andrews and Lt. 
Newton Longfellow, 0.C.A.C.; Capt. F.0. Carroll, Wright Field; Lieuts. O.P. 
Weyland, Kelly Fieid; L.C. Blackburn, Fi. Riley; JM. McCullough, Mitchel Field: 
and J.G. O'Neal, “Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 

Lieut. C.H. Caldwell left Wright Field on Dec. 29th to ferry a PT-1 air- 
plane to Boston, stopping en route at Middletown, Pa.; Logan Field,Md.; Phila- 
@eclphia, Pa.; Newark, N.J.3 Mitchel Field, N.Y. and Hartford, Conn., to confer 
with tle Comsanding Officers of these stations on supply and maintenance matters, 

Brig.-Gen. H.C. Pratt, Chief of Materiel Division; Majors 0.P. Echols and 
C.W. Howard left for Washington, Jenuary 6th, to attend a meeting. of the Pro- 
curement Planning Board. 

Lieut. W.N. Amis sailed from New York, Jan. 8th, for Panama, San Francisco 
and the Hawaiian Islands, to conduct a technical inspection of supply and main- 
tenance activities at those ports. He will sail from Hawaii for his home sta- 
tion on Feb. 17th. 

Maj. A.H. Hobley spent several days at the Materiel Division during the 
early part of January in conference with the Industrial War Plans Section, 

Capt. T.C. Trapnell reported at Wright Field the first of the year and was 
assigned to the Leal Section for duty. He vanpente Capt. Rowan A. Greer, who 
is at present on leave of absence. 

Capt. 0O.P. Gothlin, Materiel Division vepresentative at the pone Company, 
Seattle, Wash., ferried.a new P-12 airplane to Wright Field. 

Capts. E.E. Adler and Hugh M, Elmendorf landed at Wright Field | on Jan. 12th, 
remaining over for a few days. 

Capt. Karl S. Axtater attended a meeting of the N.A. C. A. in Washington 
on January 10th. 

Capt. Robert Kauch flew to Detroit and Pontiac, Mich., on Jan. 14th, on 
aircraft .procurement mattcrs., | 

Maj. C.W. Howard left on Jan. 18th for an “extended western tour, including 
the Boeing Aircraft Co., Seattle, Wash.; Douglas Co., Santa Monica, Calif.; 
Northrup Aircraft Co., Burbank, Calif, where he will confer with officials 
concerning airplanes on contract-, and from there will proceed to Rockwell Field 
to investigate the service test equipment. 

Lieut. D.H. Dunton, 0.C.A.C., arrived at Wright Field on Jan. 13th, re- 
maining for several dsys on inspection matters. 

‘ Lieut. J.D. Corkiile ferried a Y1i-Cl airplane to Bolling Field on Jan.15th, 

Lieut. E.R. McReynolds piloted the Ford transport to Elgin, Ill., Jan. 
15th, carrying as passengers A.S. Wentzell, R.A. Ahlbrand, W.A. Oswald, G.R. 
Larkin, and Lieut. J.G. Taylor, The flight was made in the interests of air- 

craft instruments. 

A oreliminary Army-Navy conference was held for three days at Wright Field, 
beginning on Jan. 19th, for the purpose of further consideration and discussion 
of “Army-Navy standards which is to be taken up at a main conference later in 
: the spring. Navy representatives present at the conference were Lt. R.D. Mc- 
Cart, Lieut. L.D. Webd, Lieut. R.S. Barnaby, J.E. Sullivan, C.S. Fleidner, 

V.H. Grant, J.F. Hardecker and C.L. Seward. In the absence of Maj. C.W. Howard 
Chief of Experimental Engineering, B.F. Senart was in.charge of the conference. 
Wright Field representatives taking-part were J.B. Johnson, Chief of Materials 
Branch; Lieut. A.F. Hegenberger, Chief, Instrument Unit; Lieut. D.L. Bruner, 
Chief, Electrical Unit; Maj. E.L. Hoffman, Chief, Parachute Unit; Capt. F.0. Car- 
roll, Chief, Airplane Branch; Q.R. Cook, Project Engineer; and Capt. E.R. Page, 
Chief, Power Plant Branch. 

Commander Paolo Sbernadori, ‘Mas Attache of the Italian Embassy,Washington, 
D.C.,visited Wright Field on Jan. 22d and 23d as a guest of Brig.—General H.C. 
Pratt. It was a return visit, Commander Sbernadori having attended the ceremon- 
ies last year of the laying of the memorial to Lieut. Pirelli, who was killed 
at Fairfield in 1917 while.a member of an Italian mission to this country. 

Capt. ¥.Q. Carroll ferried a Stearman airplane to the plant of the Stearman 
Aircraft Co., Wichita, Kens., on Jan. 22d.° 
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Capt. A.W. Stevens left on January 22d for Chicago, Rochester and ee York 
City, on aerial photographic matters. | 

Maj. J.D. Reardan returned recently alee very fit from a one-month's 
leave of absence spent in Georgia and Florida. Capt. A.M. Drake also took a 
month, but spent all of it in Florida. 

Brig.-General H.C. Pratt talked on interesting features of Wright Field 
pefore the Woman's Aeronautical Association, Dayton Chapter, at a luncheon meet- 
ing held at the Dayton Country Club on January c8th. 

Ralph Lockwood, Aviation Corp., New York City, stopped in at Wright Field 
on Jan. 27th to say "Hello", to his many friends of McCook Field days when he 
was a member of the well-known flight test group. He was flying a Lockheed, in 
which he took off later for Chicago. 

Maj; W.H. Crom left for Washington on Jan. 29th, for a conference with the 
Chief of the Air Corps. 

Lieut. J.G. Taylor left on Jan. 29th for Astoria, Long Island, to test 
pontoon equipment at the plant of the Edo Aircraft Corp. 

Lieut. L.H. Dunlap arrived at Wright Field from Langley Field in a Bombara- 
ment airplane on Jan. 26th, returning to his home station on Jan, 30th. 

Among the officers participating in cross-country flights during the past 
month were the following: lLieuts. C.H. Caldwell to Detroit; A.F. Hegenberger _ 
and Capt. T.C. Rives, Signal Corps, to Pittsburgh; D.W. Watkins to Detroit; D.L. 
Bruner to Selfridge Field; Maj. F.H. Coleman to Aberdeen, Md.; Lieuts. H.K. 
Baisley to Uniontown,Pa.; B.W, Chidlaw to Chanute Field; Capt. L.C. Hurd to 
Selfridge Field; Lieuts. Courtlandt Johnson to Detroit; J.G. Taylor to Chanute 
Field; R.J. Minty to Chanute Field; A.R. Crawford to Selfridge; P.H. Kemmer to 
Chanute; E.M. Powers and Capt. M.E. McHugo to Selfridge; Capt. 0.0. Niergarth | 
to Battle Creek, Mich.; Lieuts. S.E. Prudhomme and G.F. Schulgen to Selfridge; 
K.B. Wolfe to Columbus, Louisville and Indianapolis; Clements McMullen to Boll- 
ing Field; J.E. Parker and Licut. R.C. Oaffatt to Detroit; A.J. Lyon to Chanute; 
Capt. F.O. Carroll to Pittsburgh; Liecuts. C.H. Ridenour to Chanute and Scott 
Fields; Licut. D.G. Lingle and Capt. J.Y. York to Louisville; Licut. J.D. Cork- 
ille and Maj. E.G. Reinartz to Bolling Field; Licuts. 0.8. Cook to Chanute Field; 
H.H. Couch to Kansas City; K.B. Wolfe and Capt. Dudley Howard to Chanute Ficld; 
S.H. Warner, U.S. Navy, to St. Louis. 

The following names appeared among those. of manufacturers! representatives 
visiting the Matcriel Division for consultation during the past month: A.R. 
Stalt, Aircraft Products Co.,:- Detroit; A.R. Raabe, Eclipse Aviation Corp., East 
Orange, N.J.; David Gregg, Bendix Co., East Orange, N.J.; O.E. Ross, Keystone | 
Aircraft Corp., Bristol, Pa. Burnham Adams, Wright Acronautical Corp., Paterson, 
N.J.; R.T. Hurley, Hurley Townsends Corp., New York City; D.M. Borden, Aviation 
Corp., New York City; Lawrence D. Bell and B.D. Thomas, Thomas-Morse Co., Buffalo: 
F.S. Hubbard, Berliner-Joyce Co., Baltimore, Md.; E.W. Dichman, Fairchild Co., 
New York City; J.R. Cautley and W.H. DuBois, Bendix Co., South Bend, Ind.; W.A. 
Ray, Berliner-Joyce Co., M. H. St.Clair, Switlick Parachute and Equipment Co., © 
Trenton, Ned«; George Waite, Irving Air Chute Co., Buffalo; I.M. Laddon, Con- 
solidated Aircraft Co., Buffalo; C.W. Steward, Curtiss A. & M. Co., Hempstead, 
N.Y.; EN. Gott and C.T. Porter, Keystone Aircraft Co., Bristol, Pa.; D. Miller, 
Fairchild Co., New York City; Burdette Wright, Curtiss-Wright Co., Washington, 
D.C.; D.B. Warner, Warner Aircraft Co., Detroit; A.V. Verville, L.E. Poole and 
Louis Meister, Verville Aircraft Co., Detroit; T.E. Tillinghast, Pratt & Whitney 
Co., Hartford, Conn.; Harold Caminez and W.H. Gillman, Allison Engineering Co., 
Indianapolis; G.H. Brodie and Edward Macauley, Packard Co., Detroit; J.H. Ras- 
sell, Sikorsky Co., Bridgeport, Conn.; J.J. Ferry and R.N. Hartzell, Hartzell 
Propeller Co., Piqua, Ohio; Eddie Rickenbacher and Victor Bertrandias, Fokker 
Co.,New York City; Hamilton Foley, Pittsburgh Screw and Bolt Corp., Pittsburgh; 
and E.T. Allen, Northrup Aircraft Co,, Burbank, Calif. Many of these names have 
a familiar Army ring. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., Feb. 2nd: 





The Eleventh Bombardment Squadron is now quite engrossed in its gunnery 
Season, having completed the bombing course a short while ago. 

The current training season featured the first time, the new Browning Flex- 
ible guns were used. At first, due to unfamiliarity with the firing character- 
istics of the gun, the scores were not as high as might have been expected. 

This was quickly mastered, and the work is going along very rapidly. Pilots 
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are very enthusiastic over this new gun, especially with the increased speed of 
fire over the old tzne 

: Li At 9s u, Lotter, A.C. Res., reported at, Rockwell Field and was 
assigned to the Yota Yursuit Squadron for duty. 

The Naval Air Station and Rockwell Field had two athletic alte lately 
in the honcrable sports of squash and tennis. These athletic meetings have done 
mach toward the tetterment of Army-Navy relations on the island. 

Figatine with procision-like fury, the wearers of the olive drab. turned 
back the biue horde on both occasions. The contestants were all very evenly 
matched, which tended to make the series very interesting. 

At present, the Rockvell Field Golf team is rapidly getting in shape to 
meet the Middies in match play before the fleet leaves on its annual cruise. 

A dance was held at the Officers! Ciub on Jan. 30th. Decorations were car. 
ried out in the Janansse motif: Lanterns, greenery and wisteria were hung fron 
the ceiling. A five-piece orchestra furnished the music. 

During the latter part of the evening, sandwiches, lemonade and coffee were 
served to the seventy couvles who attended. 

Lieut. F.H. Davidson, A.C.,R., is conducting an athletic hour for officers! 
children, meeting twice a week, Children between the ages of six and fourteen 
are eligible for this training. elo 

Reciviell Air Depot:. Maj. BK. Yount, A.C., Commanding Officer, accompanied 
by lst Licut. B.Me Giles, A.C., Cnief Engineering Officer, made an inspection 
trip, via air, to Mather and Crissy Fields, for purpose of conferring with the 
Commanding Officers of the stations named regarding requirements for Air Corps 
supplies and equipment. On Jan. 2lst, these officers were joined at Crissy 
Field by Lieuts. C.P. Kane, E.M. Robbins and V.D. Westbrook, for the purpose of 
visiting the proposed location of the Supply and Repair Depot at Alameda, going 
over the ground, making such studies and ovservations as were necessary in con- 
nection with information desired by 7, PORSRESS Division in location of build- 
inzs, flying. field, etc. 

Capt. Rey A. Dunn and Lieut.: Hien: H. Mills, of the Middletown Air Depot, 
were recent visitors at the Rockwell Air Depot, for the purpose of conferring. 
with the Commanding Officer regarding the method used in maintenance and equip- 
ment; storage and issue of supplies and observing the system of operation at 
the Rockweil Depot. 

Col. Robert 3B. McEride (CAC) General Staff Corps, 9th Corps Area, Asst. 
Chief of Staff for.Sunply, accompanied by Lieut.-Col., F.B. Wheaton, Q.M.C., As- 
Sistant Corps Area Quart erma eter, visited Rockwell Field during the month to 
inspect maintenence,-construction and supply activities, 

Brig.-General C.H. Danyvorth, Commanding General of the’ Air Corps Training 
Center, Duncan Field, Texas, arrived at Bogkwelt Field, Jan. eoth, en route to 
March Field. 

Capt. John E, Adamson, Q.M.C., Ft. MacArthur, arrived at Rockwell Field, 
Feb. Srd, for purpose of inspection of government — owned motor transportation 
and determining repairs necessary. 

Maj. I-d. Nichol, I.G.D., Corps Area Inspector, arrived at Rockwell Field 
Feb. Sth to make annual inspection and survey of Rockwell Field. 

During January, the Depov Supply Department of the Rockwell Air Dépot made 
the following shipments, etc.: 

Shipments reccived ° - 299: - Shipments made - 292. 

Number of requisitions received during the month - 24, 

Average time elapsing from date of receipt of requisition to date of ship- 
ment of all items available in stock - 1} days e 





Bolling Field, D.C., Fed. lOth: 





Lisut. Stranathan left the other day for the Ford Factory to bring back 
one of the latest high speed Ford Transports for Bolling. 

Lieut. Willis in an 0-25, had a forced landing at Union City, Pa., the 
other day, en route to Erie, Pa., to return Congressman La Guardia. Due to his 
exceptional piloting abi lity and, of course, with "old man luck" siding with | 
him, he made out O.X. 

Licut. Cousland left the other day, flying the caibieaey <aiiilage Mr. Hurley, 
to Topeka, Kans. Be 

Old Man "Flu" has taken his toll at Bolling Field, for most of the officers 
and their families have all been "down" and incapacitated for the past several 
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weeks. Most -of them new seem to have recovered and are back for duty. 


30th, Bolling Field's now famous Volley Ball Team 
cked team from the Office, Chief of the Air Corps. 
izhtful "Chile dinner" was served the members of both 


On the night of Jan 
successfully defeatsd a pi 
After the game, a most deli 
teams, families and guests. A most enjoyable evening was hid by all, and now we 
are looking forward to a retvrn game with them, and challenge all."good" Volley 

all Teams to a same. 


During the first days of January, 10 officers and 25 enlisted men returned 
from holiday leave and on Jan. Sth, the Sau:dron resumed training. 
2nd Lisnt. Joel G. Pitts, J. Wili Camovdell and George L. Houle have had 


‘their tour of ective duty extended until June 30, 1931. 


naniige L.P. Hicke; was ordered to proceed by rail to Santa Monicn, Calif., 
to ferry a Dovgies 0-38 airplane to the National Guord at Houston, Texas 

Up to date the Air Ccrps Troops basixet-ball team has batted a headed per- 
cent, and we have reason to believe they will continue ta do so. Thus far, sever 
gemes have been played and won. One geome with the 33th Infentry was in doubt 
until the final period, onding 32 to 31. 2nd Lient. C.K. (Denny) Moore is coach 
ond a star forward. The other members of the team are: Staff Set. O.W. Jensen, 
Set. L.S. Rayburn, Cpl. F.H. Clark, Pvts. J.H. Moss, C.¥. Christman, Wayne Brown, 
F.L. Combs, Wm.. Doke, W.H. Ward, P.S. Naughton, P.P. Haug and 2.C. Motley. 

Cpl. Edward Gilroy was. promoted to lst Sergeant of the 68th Observation 
Squadron, relieving Staff Sgt. John 5. Bezek, who was ordered to Hawaii. 


‘Hershall Field, Ft.Riley aa nS. Feb. 7th: 
oo. = Cy 9 eat Tk 


aoa! <a ner 


The Air Corps Cfficers at Pt. Riley upheld their reputations as horsemen 
when they lanéed two of the first four places in a horseshow at the Cavalry 
School on Jan. 16th. Liscuts. Wagner placed first and Cnoyney fourth. 

On Jan. 25th, nine snips were sent Trom this squadron: to Kansas City, to 
fly dexonstration formations for the Anerican Red Cross drive. Ft. Leavenworth, 
sent ships, and the Reserve Officers at Richards Field also took part in the 
demonstrations. It was estimated that approximately 5500 people were at Richards 
Field to watch the show; Lowever, five hundred, dollars were contributed toward 
the drive. yee pans 

Congressman James arrived at this field on Jan 1. lst, being flown by Capt 
ficDonicl, of the O. lang C., in a single-motorcd Fokker. Wr... James left on Feb. 


26 for Ft. Siil, Gila. 


On January 27th the Air Corps enlisted men's basketball team lost the 
championship game to the Headouarters Troops, 2nd Cavalry, by one point in a 
five minate extra neriod, the final score being 31-32. 

The Air Corps Officers! Bowling team now stands in second place in the 
Cavalry School Bowling touraament. 

Among the visitors at Marshall Field during the past month were: Majors 
Dixon, Rudelvh, Prowne, Peabody, Royce, Capt. Ballard and Lieut. Kyle. 


Yichols Field, Rizal, P.1., Jan. 9th. 





P8th Bombardment Squadron: Ist Lieut. Fred C. Nelson, Air Corps, won the 
1236 Army Golf Chainpionsuip of the Philippine Department on Dec. 19th, defeating 
Ist Lieut. 0.4. Anderscn, Air Coros, 11 up 10 to play in their 365-hole match. 

Witn the arrival in December of the transport,"Grant", the influx of per- 
sounel brought with it an old member of the organizavion in the person of lst 
Set. B.L. White. Other non-co:missioned officers assigned are Staff. Sets.Martini 
and Ross and Set. Johnson. With the ceparture of the "Grant", the non-commis- 
sioned staff was depleted by tne loss. of Mr.Sgt. Doble, lst Sgt. Browning, Sgts. 
Coffman and Jutras. 

66th Service Squedron: lst Lieut. — Smith was on detached service at 
Ft.William wMcKinley from Dec. 14th to 226 as Asst. Chief Inspector during the 
Department Athlctic Moet. 

The 6Sth —_——_ won the inter-squadron volley ball championship. 

Tech.ost. Wm.B.Fox left on the December transport for his new station at 
Selfridge Field. Sgt. Jorn Murphy (better hnown as "Spud") also left for his 
new station, Maxwell Field, 
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2a Observation Souscron: The Squairon received the following new arrivals 
on the December trensport: Capt. Rus:el Maughan, Ist Lieut. Robert R. or af 
Lieuts. Otto Wienecke, Yantis H. Taylor, Marion Huggins, Tech. Sgt. Richard 2 
Hoijer and Staff Sgt. Enmett G. Gauper. 

During the month of December, the 2nd Squadron with an average of 8 air- 
planes, rolled up a total of over 323 hours aircraft time for the first 26 days 
of the month. Over 30 nours of tis time was flown in connection with the 60th 
Coast Artillery Corps. 





Langley Field, Va., Feb. 18th: 





19th Airship Comnany, By Lt. W.T. Paul: Very good flying weather prevailej { 





during the past week, only one day being lost duc to high winds. The week's 
flying was featured by a cross-country training flight to Ft.Brasgg,N.C., on Jan, 
23rd and return on the 24th, for the purpose of training rated personnel of the 


2nd Balloon Company. A total of 16 training flights were made while at Ft .Brag: § 


including one night flight of six hours' duration. Ist Licut. W.J. Paul and oni 


Lieut. W.J. McCracken piloted the ship on the flight from this station and retun)p 


On Jan. 26th Maj. Kennedy, Office, Chief of the Air Corps, visited Langley 
Field and made two training flights in the TC-10. 

On the 28th, demonstration flights were flown for the Air Corps Tactical 
School, ten members of the class being carried as passengers on short flights 
over the peninsula. Maj. Van Nostrand escorted the class around the hangar and 
explained the various pnases of lighter-than-air work. | 

end Bombardment Group - By Lt. Thomas &. Power: Lieut. E.M. Day, after two 
years with the 2nd Bombardment Group, was anpointed Post E.&R. Officer. This 
detail transfers Lieut. Dey to Post Headouarters. We are sorry to lose "Bunky', 
but he should make a good "Muscle Man" in the Athletic Department. © 

The new 0-19-C's are proving quite popular, judging by the scramble to get 
them for week-end cross-countries. 

A.C. Tactical School - By Lieut. J.D. Barker: ue to the fact that the Air 
Cerps Tactical School Will.take part in the A.C. Maneuvers from May J3lst to June 
lst, and the Army War College Exercises the first part cf June, it was necessary 
to revise our schedule so that the class room instructions will be completed by 
May 8th. The final map problems in Air Force will be given upon the return of 
the School from the War College Exercises. It is hoped to hold the graduation 
exercises on Saturday, June 27th. 

Lieut.-Commander P,V.H. Weems, U.S.N., from the Naval Academy at Annapclis, 
gave an interesting lecture in aerial navigetion on Friday afternoon, Feb. 6th, 
Commander Weems is a well knowm authority on this subject. 

The "FLU" epidemic hit the Tactical School hard since the first of the year, 
Herdly a day has passed that at least one of the school officers has not been 
sick in quarters. 

Spparently no other bowling team is able to throw much opposition in 
the way of the 59th Service Squadron of the Langiey Field Bowling League. The 
Service Squadron continues to pile up victory after victory. The 2nd Bombara- 
ment Group Headquarters and the Air Corps Tactical School teams are at the pres- 
ent time tied for second place, closely followed by the 2nd Bombardment Wing 
Headquarters who are holding third place by one game margin. 

The 59th Service Squadron bowlers dropped two out of three games on Jan. 
2lst to the Officers #1 Team. The 59th still has a slight lead in the League, 
but their defeat on that day cut it to a slim one game advantage. Lieut. McCune, 
of the Officers Team, with 611, was high scorer for the three games, while sin- 
gle game high score went to Sgt. Cattarius, who toppled 247 vins in the second 
game for the Service Squadron. In the last game for the Officers Team, every 
bowler except one reached the 500 mark for the three games. 

On Jan. 23rd, the Second Bombardment Group Headquarters defeated the 19th 
Airship Company two out of three games. Roslaniec, of the 2nd Group Headquart- 
ers team, with 726, was high scorer, rolling games of 255, 234 and 237, just 12 
pins short of the alley record held by Sgt. Falkowski, of the 2nd Bombardment 
Wing Headquarters team. 

The 59th Service Squadron increased their lead to three games on Jan. 27, 
by trimming the 2nd Bombardment Group Headquarters Team out of three games. Pvt. 
Laskey stood out with 649 for the set and 258 for high game. 

The 19th Airship Company team defeated the Officers #1 Team two games out 
of three. Lieut. McCune with 609 was high scorer for the three games, while 
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single game hizh.score went to Pvt. Powieson of the Lighter-than-air team. Capt. 
Kenny, @ member of tlie Officers i. Team, was in.the line up after several weeks! 
absence duc to leg injury which vrevented him from spilling the maples for his 
feame 

The. Air Corps Tactical School team handily ner the strong 96th Bombard- 
ment Squadron team three games. Pvt. Powell's 648 for three games ‘added material- 


ly to the defeat of the 96th. 


The bowling: ‘alleys have been working overtime, due to the Post Bowling 
League activities. The competition in the League is keen and the result is still 
undecided between the several teams fighting for the championship. An individual 
tournament is about to be started and, from the entries now in, the competition 
for the prizes should be high. . 

Two Post Basketball Teams have been organized and have had a successful 
season so far. The "A" Team was just nosed out for the Southern District Cham- 
pionship. With two teams competing, it has given langley Field basketball a 
plenty and the games have been greatly enjoyed by. the personnel. 


lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mt.Clemens,Mich. ,Feb.3rd: 








The lst Pu aries * Group has just received the first of their allotment of 
Fokker Y-1C 14 Transports, and it is now being used daily for various missions. 

Night flying was .carried out extensively by the Group during the past month, 
including element and flight. formation work. It is planned to carry out several 
night cross-country missions during the. coming month. 

Maj.-Gen. Frank Parker, Corps Area Commander, was the honor guest at a lunch- 
eon tendered by the Combined Business Clubs of Mt.Clemons, whic: followed an un- 


official visit by the General to Selfridge Field. As principal speeker during 


the luncheon, General Parker reviewed factors which led to the adoption of the 
National Defense Act of 1930. Shortly following his arrival at Selfridge Field, 
the lst Pursuit Group, with a total of 66 airplanes, took the air and flew a 
demonstration formation in his honor. 

General Parker, as Corps Area Commander, has always taken a keen interest 
in Selfridge Field and the lst Pursuit Group, and this interest has been recip- 
rocated by the personnel of the Field due to the fact that the Corps Area Com- 
mander's interest. in flying is not confined to that of an onlooker but as an ac- 
tive participant. Whenever possible, the General uses.an airplane as a means of 
transportation. 

Maj.-Gen. John L. DeWitt, Quartermaster General, visited Selfridge Field 
Feb. 16th on an inspection trip of Quartermaster activities and new construction. 
Gen. DeWitt seemed quite satisfied with the progress being made. He was a guest 


.of the Detroit Procurement Planning Board at.a dinner at the Statler Hotel. 


Maj. George EH. Brett, Post Coywmander, accompanied by Capt.. Victor H. Strahn, 
flew to liright Field on Feb. 15th to confer with the Chief of.the Materiel Divi- 
sion relative to the coming Air Corps MANCUVELS The trip was made in the new 
C-4A, a Ford tri-motor Transport. Maj. Brett reports that it is a very comfort- 
able airplane to fly and that its cruising speed and capacity made it a suitable 
type of transport for the mission. Both officers returned to Selfridge Field in 
the afternoon of the same day. 

L7th Pursuit Squadron: The officers of the Squadron have applied for but 
few cross-countries during the month, because of having just returned from leave 
during the holidays. Lieuts. Warburton, Van Auken and Burns went to Pittsburgh 
on the weck-end of the 17th, — 

On the week end of the 24th Capt. Hoyt went to Washington on official busi- 
ness. Bad weather delayed his return until Monday, the 26th. 

All officers have taken and successfully passed the annual physical examin- 





‘ation. Lieut. Van Auken was ordered to Ft. Sheridan Hospital for a nose operation. 


The Squadron Mess Hall and Kitchen is considerably brighter, after having 
been painted a mellow cream color. Besides being casier on the eyes, they are 
much easier to keep clean. The Squadron also plans to paint the Day Room, the 
Orderly Room and Squadron Commander's office. 

During the month the Squadron has started night flying, At first, the pilots 
flew individually; then an element was formed and, after an hour's flying as an 
element, a flight of six ships was formed. The work has been going along very 
Nicely and all officers are very enthusiastic about it. It seems as though bet- 
ter landings are made at night than in the day time. It is planned to fly as a 
complete Squadron in the very near future and. then to secure permission for per- 
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iodical night cross-countries to and from certain Air Corps Posts and-good Com- 
Benet £e5 ports. Cont. Hort, tho Squadron Commander, has had much and varied 
G2 idiot 8 GRD } £142. He flew trom St -Paul, Minn,, to Edmonton, Alberta, [ 
Canada, ai night, on uis flight to Alaska, also during the flight of the" Question | 
Mark", he was pilot on Refueling Plane No. 1, and.made 27 refueling contacts at 
night. From this it can be understood why the 17th. officers are enthused over 
night flying and, especially, under the leadership of Capt. Hoyt. 

The Squadron now has an element, three ships of P-l2D's. These ships are 
the sane as the P-12C's, but being equipped with high compression engines, give 
superior performance. 

During the last few months the Squadron boasted of being purely a bachelor 
organization. In fact, since September, 1950, the roster has been free of mar- 
ried officers. But our sanctuary is now destroyed. Lieut. Estes took a few 
Gays' leave and returned to duty as a married man. Lieut. and Mrs. Estes are at 
home at 117 Cass Avenue at the Washington Apartments. 

27th Pursuit Squadron: January was a month of reorganization as the flying 
force of the Squadron was concerned, New ships were assigned to pilots, perman- 
ent flight organization made, flight colors designated and a new squadron color 
adopted. 

Lieut. Brvant L. Boatner was granted thirty days! leave. Rumor has it that 
he intends to bring back the Mrs. with him. 

The Squadron sponsored an Enlisted Men's Dance on Jan. 24th. 

36th Parsuit Squadron:. With the arrival of Lieut. McCormick with the last 
of the P-6's, the squadron reached its full quota of. ships and will now.be able 
to put its full strength in the air. 

Lieuts. Elliott, Tellman and Hegy returned from Seattle with P-12's. 

Tue 36th Squadron opened its basketball season with a victory over the 27th 
Squadron, 44 to ll. ‘The team showed a fast offensive game and a tight defense, 
allowing the 27th but three field goals, and five points from the foul line, 

The Squedron officers recently enjoyed,a venison dinner, the game being 
supplied by Lieut. Tennes, who returned with a quarter of a buck from cross- 
country. 

Lieuts. Brignall, Horkins and Tennes returned from a. cross-country to . 








On Jan. 6th, the Z6th inaugurated its night flying program for the year. 
Nine pilots engrged in both individual and formation practice. 

Tech.Sgt. William B. Fox, who recently returned from a tour of foreign ser- 
vice, reported for duty the 2lst. . 

The basketball team,now occupying second place in the Post League, defeated 
the 57tn Service Squadron last Thursday, 21 to 20, in a game that had the stands 
in an uproar from start to finish. The 56th team scored the winning points in 
the last 45 seconds of play. 

The Squadron is sorry to learn that Lieut. Hopkins is leaving to return to 
school in order to obtain his degree. 

The Inter-sqiaadron basketdall seeson at Selfridge Field is well under way, 
with the teams of the lst Pursuit Group squadrons, the 57th Service Squadron, 
the 36th Pursuit Squadron (attached to the Group) and Headquarters competing for 
post honors. 

The Headquarters quintet, with five victories, is leading the pack with a 
perfect percentage, all the other teams having been defeated once by respectable 
margins. The 36th and 57th are next, cach with three. wins and one loss; the 27th 
follows with one victory anc. three losses, and the 17th and 94th have yet to 
win, the former having lost tnree and the latter four games. 

All officers of Selfridge Field are now indulging in two periods weekly of 
orgenized exercise, which includes volley ball, basketball and kindred sports. 
The Post Exchange reports a run on Sloan's liniment. 





Scott Field, Belleville, Il]., Feb. 18th: 





The race for the, basketball championship at Scott Field has developed into 
an extremely close one. At the start of the season, the Ninth Airship Co., with 
considerable veteran material, appeared.to have things all their own way, but the 
rapid development of the other teams has tended to place all of them on about a 
par as the schedule is on its last round. 

With two more games to be played, the ldth Squadron team climbed into a one 
game lead over the Ninth Company and the Staff teams, this result being due large- 
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ly to the unexpected victory of the 24th Airship Service Company team-over the 
Airship five by a 17 to 15 score. This was the first win of the season for the 
2 ¢ ica Company, and they wisl receive considerably more respect in the two 
remaining games. The Staff team, which was the jinx of the Observation Squadron 
Quintet in tue first tro rounds, finally went down to defeat by a 25 to 22 score 
on the third meeting. The Starf tcam was vadly handicapped by having their star 
player on furlovgh for the vast three wecks and losing the services of another 
regular in the middle of the season because of a broken arm. © <a 

Tie stancing at present, with cach team having played seven games, shows 
the 15th in the lead with five wins, the Sth and Staff with four cach and the 
24th with but one. . 

After over 35 years of service, Mr. Sanmel B. Aler, foreman. of the machine 
shops at Scott Fielc, was retired on van. Sist. Mr. Aler came to Scott Field in 
1922, after having sezved as a machinist in the Navy Depertment for over 27 
years. During his over, cight years of service as the head of the machine shops, 
he has participated in many of the new developments in connection with the con- 
struction of airships.. ' ' 

On the final day of his service, Mr. Aler received letters of commendation 
and congratulation from Briz.-Gen. Henry C. Pratt, Cnief of the Materiel Division 
of the Air Corps, and from Lt.-Col. John A. Paegelow, who has been in command of 
Scott Field during the eutire time Mr. Aler was employed there. 











Third Attack: Crovp, Ft.Creckett, Texas, Feb. 15th: 


viaje John G, Tyndall, Insvector -General's Dept., Ft. Sam Houston, arrived 
at Ft.Crockett on Feb. 10th to conduct an annual insvection of the Post. Troops 
vere inspected on their respective parades and later in their barracks, with full 
field equipment exuibited on tucir bunks. Although Maj. Tyndall was very thor- 
ough in his inspection, few faults were found. 

The Flyer Basketball teem went to Brooks Field during the first half of the 
month to meet the Cadets in a return game. The first contest was won by the Fly- 
ers at Ft.Crockett, 38 to 28. The Cadets, out for revenge in the second game, 
evened the scoro by winning, 31 to 25. 

The Post team ended the season in the city loague in second place. This 
entitles them to piacy the Sunta Fe quint, who are leading, to decide who will 
be city league champs. ec 

Although the 9Gth looosters have a mathematical chance to beat the 13th . 
quint in two straiht games tor the Post League title it is doubtful if such will 
be the case. The Pair 0' Dice men have been improving rapidly, but they are stil 
some distance from dcfeating the Ghost Ovtfit, who has :yet to lose a game. The 
8th and 60th have two gamcs left with cach other. The §th has yet to win a game 
and the 60th has won only one to date. 

During the month of March a track and rield meet will be held at Ft.Crockett 
The first part of the month will be devoted to trv-outs. Medals will be awarded 
the winners of first and second place in each event. 


San Antonic Air Tevet, Duncan Field, Texas, Feb. 17th: 
penta newnMg e <=» SOE Ba 230. 4 ae aes x ae 8 





On Jen. 2lst, the Depot welcomed the arrival of Ist Lieut. and Mrs. Donald 
F. Fritch anc their young son, Donald J. Lieut. Fritch was formerly on duty at 
Franco Ficld,C.d. Prior to joining this station, he enjoyed a leave of absence 
in California. Ee was assigned as Assistant Depot Supply Officer at the Depot. 

With lst Lieat. Ned. Schramm in charge, a group of students of the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, recently paid a visit of inspection through 
the Engineering Shops of the Depot in connsction with their course of instruction 

Out cf town visitors at tuis Depot on Feb. 6th, attending the regular month- 
ly conference ou supply and engineering matters in this Control Area, ere Capt. 
Walter H. Reid, A.C. Instructor with the Texas National Guard, and ist Licut. 
Earle T, Showalter, 36th Division Aviation, Texas National Guard, of Houston, 
and lst Lieut. Winfield S. Hamlin, of Ft. Sill, Okla. 

Lieut.-Col. A.W. Robins, our Commending Officer, left here on Feb. 10th for 
Wright Field, Ohio, to attend a meting of a Board of Officers in connection with 
the preparation of plans for a standard Air Corps Depot, 

lst Licut. lucas V. Beau, Jr., A.C. Instructor with: the 45th Division Avia- 
tion, visited the Depot on Feb. 6th, ferrying tack to Denver an 0-2 airplane for 
the Colorado National Guard. 
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lst Lieut. Donald F. Stace of the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, 
was a visitor Feb. 6th to 9th, in the course of an extensive cross-country trip | 
being made by him to various Air Corps activities in the Middle West, South ang Ff 
Bast, for conferences on Air Corps supplies and equipment requirements. 

Capt. Warner B. Gates and lst Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., left here on Feb, § 
6th, by air, for Washington, D.C., for a conference in the Office of the Chief 
the Air Corps concerning the projected new engineering shop construction at thi 
Depot. 
lst Licut. L.S. Webster, of this Depot, made a trip to Wright Field, Ohio, 
on Feb. 9th, ferrying back to the Depot a PT-3 plane from that station, and re- 
turning here on the 14th, 

lst Lieut. T.H. Chapman made a cross-country from this Depot on Feb. 16th, 
ferrying a PT-3 to Hatbox Field, Muskogee, Okla 

The following is the activity of the Ingincering Department of the San dp. 
tonio Air Depot in the overhaul and repair of airplanes and engines during the 
month of January, 1931:- Airplanes overhauled - 2 A-3A, 3 A-3B, 3 O-2H, 2 0-1, 
2 P-1D, 2 P-1F, 3 BI-l, 3 PT-3, 4 PT-3A, Total, 24, Airplanes repaired:- 1 A-3, 
1 XA-1, 1 0-2H, 1 0-2M, 1 0-11, 4 0-193, 6 0-38, 2 P-120, 2 BT-2, 1 X-PT-6, 
total, 20. Engines Overhauled: 37 Curtiss D-12, 24 Wright J-5, 4 Wright J-6, 

8 Pratt & hitney, 1 Kinner, total, 74. Engines repaired: 4 Curtiss D-le, 5 
Wright J-5, 28 Liberty, total, 37. 


Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, Feb. 16%h: 








Aviators Post No. 1 very kindly invited the officers of Mitchel Field to 
attend the Annual Aviators Ball, given at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in New York 
City on the night of Feb. llth. That the invitation was accepted almost en mass 
was evidenced by the numerous drooping eyelids noticed the following morning, 
due to the laci of sleep. A whole side room was set aside and labelled for us, 
which mase it very much like one of our own dances would have been in the same 
place, with added attractions. It is felt that everyone present thoroughly en- 
joyed the affair, and the Mitchel Field officers are, indeed, grateful to the 
_ Aviators Post of New York City for a real party with all the fixings. 

On Feb. lst we had several visitors on cross-country flights. Capt. Eaker 
with the Hon, Mr. Davison as his passenger, arrived from Bolling Field; Capt. 
Gaines came down from Buffalo and Lieut. West from Langley Field. 

On Feb. 2nd, Lieut. F.L. Anderson flew to Washington on official business; 
on the <th, one of our brothers in arms from Anacostia, D.C., Lieut. Web of the 
Navy, dropped in to see us; Lieut. Vance stovved in en route from Lengley to Bos- 
ton on Feb. 6th; Feb. 7th was another big day for visitors, Maj. Oldfield coming 
in from Langley in a P-12, Licut. Brand and Capt. Langley from Bolling in BT-2's; 
a tactical mission brought +ieut. Hood with Capt. Wise as his passenger, on the 

llth, from Edgewood Arsenal; on the 12th Lieut. Rolend Birnn arrived on a cross- 
oda from Bolling Field; Friday the 13th, trought Lieut. Wood from Bolling, 
Lieut. Hoffman from Newark and Lieut. Wright from Bolling, all on cross-country 
training, 

Lieut. and Mrs. Hugh Downey started on a somewhat delayed honeymoon. The 
day after they married, Lieut. Downey hed to start on a ferry trip to Chanute 

Field. It was a separation of but a few days, and on Feb. 7th they departed on 
a trip to Havana, Cuba. 

It was, indeed, gratifying to learn that the operation on Licut. Carlson's 
mee, which was injured in a football game last fall, was a complete success; 
that all the bones have knitted properly and that it is only a question of time 
before exercise will have his leg back to normal again. 

Lieut.Goodrich is in Walter Reed hoping to fool the doctors for a few weeks. 
He says it is a foregone conculsion that his heart is weak and that it mends bet- 
ter in Washington than anywhere else. Our advise is: "Marry the girl and live 

“sheaper than ever before.'' OH YEAH!!! 

We have heard that Lieut. Baxter is doing nicely and that he will soon be 

back at Mitchel with US 


After a thoraugh going over, the medicos were able to find nothing wrong with 


Lieut. A.V.P. Anderson, and he is back with us once more. We welcome him with 
open arms, 

After a string of nine straight victories, the basketball team lost a hard- 
fought game to the Navy Hospital. The record of the team this year is nothing 
to be sneezed at, While we had hoped to stretch that string of victories in- 
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definitely,.the best of toams will: have.an‘off day.. 
On Jan. 30th, Licuts B. Johnson arrived in a P-6A from Wright Field. The 


ship is to be tested by the Curtiss Corporation for speed. Various engines are 


to be put in the ship to test it under various loads with different horsepower, 
Lieut. Johnson returned to Wright Field by rail. 


Iuke Field, T.H., Jan. 22nd: 





lst Lieut. Richard H. Dean, A.C., Squadron Operations Officer of the 50th 
Observation Squadron and Post Salvage Officer, is nearing the completion of his 
tour in the Islands and is due to sail shortly for the mainland. The Squadron 
will miss Lieut. Dean, who, besides organizing the Operations Department of our 


-new Squadron, played a large part in the development of the athletic teams of 


the Post. 
Capt. B.T. Burt, who arrived in this Department on Jan. 2nd, was assigned to 


duty with the Hawaiian Air Depot and attached to the 4th Observation Squadron for 


training. 

Air eo for the month consisted of formation flying, night flying, 
Aerial Photography, communication flights, cross-country flights, Aerial gunnery 
and Aerial Bombing. The 23rd Bombardment Squadron is at the present time en- 
gaging in combat maneuvers with the 18th Pursuit Group. 

The first of the Sikorsky Amphibian airplanes allotted to this department 
arrived in Honolulu on the Freighter "Memphis City", on Jan. 14th. This plane 


will be used for Inter-Island transportation. 


7end Bombardment Squadron: The Post swimming team of 20 men has been organ- 
ized with 10 of them from the 72nd. 

The Squadron Baseball team is under way, with Sgt. Hottenfeller in charge. 
The usual winning team-will,no doubt, be a result, with such men as Witguk,Koons, 





‘Olsseski, Wade, Fromm, Williams, Burdett, Johnson, Donley, McGill and Horey, as 


well as a host of new comers, working out daily. 

Sgt. Lapsley, our Champion Tennis Star and basketball player, suienet on 
the February Transport. Our loss will bs Mitchel Field's gain. 

Set. Greco, our able Mess Sgt., is considering tie inauguration of meal tick- 
ets to cut down the flood of visitors. All the"Chow Hounds" know a good mess. 

50th Observation Squadron: This month the 50th Observation Squadron has © 
been firing the Observers! Course on rear guns and, from the scores turned in, it 
looks as though all the pilots and observers will make "Expert" before the sea- 
son is over. The firing.of flexible guns at ground targets, fixed guns and bomb- 
ing will.be started in the near future at the Waimanalo Range. The pilots are 
still waiting for their new ships, which will aid in carrying out the scheduled 
operations.of the squadron. 

' 4th Observation Squadron: On Jan. 2nd, this Souadron started the new year 
with Liaison Missions with the 2lst and 22nd Infantry and the 1lth Field Artil- 
lery Brigades, for the purpose of testing technical training of Air Corps and 
Ground Troops communication personnel in both visual and radio commnication be- 
tween ground and air. 

Typical observation and reconnaissance missions were performed, and all ob- 
servers had the opportunity of receiving this training. So far, 24 missions of 
this kind were accomplished. All visual commmication missions were successful, 
and the majority of two-way radio missions were also very successful. 

During these exercises an accident happened to.one of: our new 0-19's.. The 
ship piloted by ist Lieut. H.F. Rouse, with 2nd Lieut. D.W. Armagost as observer, 
developed motor trouble and had to make a forced landing in Schofield Area. In- 
juries to the ship were such that it will be a "Patient" for about a month in 
the Aero Repair Shop. Members of the personne] of Schofield Barracks were very 








..much surprised to see Lieuts. Rouse and Armagost on their fect with a smile when 


they arrived at the scene of the crash, both having escaved without injury. 

Our low altitude bombing is almost completed, with very good records made. 
Aerial Gunnery for Observers just started and will be followed by tow target gun- 
nery. All this, in addition to cross-country flying, photography and night fly- 
ing has kept our hangar and flying personnel on the alert at all times. 

Although the News Letter Correspondent from the 72nd Bombardment Squadron 
names his squadron as the "PRIDE" of Imuke Field in athletics, and the 4th Squad- 
ron has had the pleasure of winning the Kuntz-Moses Trophy for the second consec- 
utive year. It is true that the 72nd Squadron is a Tigwing outfit and our main 
opponent, but despite their tempestuous effort to wrest from us the F-e1b8, h we 

wr Ee os 








carries with it the Championsiiip of Inke Field in general athletics,-their ef. 
ipl ss: only to creste & harder fighting spirit aniong our athletics. However, 
Wo Gey CAL umited «t rresent in boosting the Post Basketball Team and Boxing 
Squad over the top, and we will have to let the question as to "WHO'S THE BEST 
AT LUKE FIELD" ride ~mtil next year, when the Cup will find a permanent and saf, 
home in the Trophy case of the 4th Observation Squadron. 
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ari: Field, Parpanga, P.I., Jan. 7th: 





The field lighting system being installed by the General Electric Co., is 
the conventional design of the Engineering Division which includes border lights 
obstacle lights, a revolving beacon and a system of flood lights ‘for landing, 
all controlled by remote switches located on a central switchboard at Hangar #1, 

Six pilots of the Squadron recently participated in night maneuvers of the 
Group, operating from Nichols Field as a base. Missions included 'séarch and 
interception problems in cooperetion with searchlight and sound ranging instru 
ments, Four night and two daylignt missions were performed. 

The Air Corps walked away with the honors in the Army Open Golf Tournament 
played at Paloocan. lLient. Fred ©. Nelson won the Cup while Lieut. Thomas W. 
Elackburn won a Club as runner up. 

Ait the annual Department Track and Field Meet at Ft.McKinley, the Third 
Pursuit Squadron was represented by Pvts. Blood, Jones and Simmons. Pvt. Blood 
made a very creditable showing for the Air Corps by taking second place in the 
Pentathlon and Decathion and by being chosen the best ail-around American athlete 
in the Department. 

For these three events Pvt. Blood was awarded three medals, two Elgin watch. 
es and one Illinois watch, Pvts. Jones and Simmons entered the one-mile relay 
‘race and finished Srd end 4th, respectively, Pvt. Jones also entered the five- 
mile ‘race, came in sscond and wes awarded a watch. The results of the Meet are 
as follows: 59th CAC, first place; Air Corps, (represented by Nichols Field and 
Clark Field) second place; Post of Manila, third place, and 60th CAC, fourth 
Place. 

Hard times, unemploymeat and the general "business recession", was in no 
degree reflected by the Scuadron festivities on Christmas Day. Tne menu includ- 
ed no less than forty-nine comestible articles of ‘provender as enumerated here 
below, viz.: Gyster stew, browned crackers, stuffed olives, mixed sweet pickles, 
ripe olives, chow chow, dill pickles, chili sauce, stuffed roast turkey, baked 
fresh hams, cream pimento cheese, sliced swiss cheese, giblet gravy, oyster dress 
ing, cranberry moulds, apple sauce, buttered white potatoes, mashed winter squasi 
Creamed asparagus or. toast, creamed sveet peas; sliced tomatoes, white celery, 
dressed cucumbers, fresh teets, lettuce, red radishes, green onions, golden layer 
cake, coconut pie, mince pie, jelly roll, pineapple ice cream, canned peaches, 
fresh oranges, fresh apples, table raisins, lactan bananas, mixed Christmas 
candies, walnuts, hazel mts, almonds, butter nuts, pecans, hot rolls, butter, 
coffees, lemonade, cigars and cizarettes. 

lemadiately preceding dinner, General Bolles made a short address in which 
he commended the officers and men upon the discipline and morale of the Command, 
and especially pon the physical improvements made on Clark Field during the pasi 
six months. 





Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot, Feo. 14th: 


The entire Pursuit Group from Selfridge Field arrived about 8:40 P.M. on 
Feb. 12th in a night flight, in six three short formations of P-l's. The offi- 
cers making the flight were Maj. Brower; Capt. Hoyt; Lieuts. Moore, Sterling, 
Ryan, Theisen, Wolf, Hickson, Warburton, Burns, Slaght, Reid, Van Auken, Heiman, 
ferrill, Morgan, Norman and Estes, 

Maj. James H. Doolittle arvived here in a Vega airplane from Washington on 
Fed. Sth and departed the next day. During his visit he renewed many acquaint - 
ances. 

Among those visiting the Post during the past week, the following are noted: 
Lieut. Rundquist departed for Kelly Field, via Scott Field, Feb. 2nd; Maj. Royce, 
with Shefie, passenger, from Scott Field in an 0-25, Feb. Srd, departing on the. 
4th; Licuts. Yoder and Griffith from Selfridge Field in P-l's for major overhaul 
at the Depot on Feb. 9th; Lieut. Barnett from Marshall Field, Ft. Riley,Kans. 


Feb. 10th in an 0-25 airplane for major overhaul; Capt.Hayes, Lieuts. Holcomb and 
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‘Bulger from California, Feb. llth, in 0-19C airplane en route to Scott Field; 


tent, Taonas from tolling Pield, Fev. l2th, in an 02-J airplane en route to 


a a : 
Duc Ae aid, GPE is PAL te Cy Ye ) 


Lieut. John A. Austin, hegh Depot Supply Officer, ferried an 0-19 plane on 
Feb. 3rd to Pope Field, Ft.Dragg, N.C.; delivered.an O2-H.plane from Pope Field 
to Cancler Field, Atlanta,Ga., and returned here by rail Feb. 6th. 

Cept. Hugh A. Eivins, Lients. Frederick M. Hopkins, Jr., and George V. Mc- 
Pike ferviod three PI planes from tais station to Richards Field, Kansas City, 
Moe, on Feb. 1lOth. : : 

Capt. Edward WcLavgnlin, Engineering Officer, and Lieut. George V. McPike 
Depot Supply Officer, are meeting on a board of officers at Wright Field for the 
purpose of adopting a general arrangement regis ideal Air Depot. 





Fort Crocizett, Galveston, Texas, Feb. ash 


The 13th Squadron rane ragini ere a huncred to. one shot to win the Post cage 
title. This isn't keeping the other three teams in the league from trying to 
overcome the Gnost bors ri at least one game. The 90th. Squadron, in a sudden 
burst, overcame the 60th five and. placed.themselves in second place, 

The Post team is runner-up in the Cit; League in which it is entered. Their 
next game is scheduled with the Santa Fe quintet who have not been defeated in 
such a long time that recoras- nave to be restored to in order to determine just 
who did beat them. In their first game the Flyers came within three points of 
winning. 4 

Official announcement was made to the effect that there will be a Post team 
entered in the local Cit; Baseball League. Local sports writers predict a suc- 
cessful year for tlhe Flyer team. . The birgest obstacle is the great dearth of 
pitchers, and a bail team without a nrrler is Dawes without a pipe or a flapper 
without carfare, or the 9Cth Squadron without a dog. 

Capt. sotha A. Smith, Commanding Officer of the 8th -Attaci: Souadron, is the 
only divot digger from Galveston entered in the tenth Annual Texas open tourna~- 
ment being held in San Antonio, 

Lient. Walter C. Kent, 13th Attack Squadron, gave his borther pilots as well 
as several onlookeis an anxicus time cn Triday, Jan. 23rd, when he landed his. 
A-3B on the 3rd Attach Grouv Flying field minus one G@1 landing gear. 

The 9Gth Scuadron had another bit of luck on Jan. 29th when Liewt. Maurice 
M. Beach with Pvt. Leo Moupin as passenger hed the motor on their D-H conk out 
on them. They made a forced landing about 8 miles down the beach. The ship was 
a washout, but the two men escaped with nothing worse than a shaking up. These 
two planes are the first 0th ships te be cracked up seriously in over a year. 


Brooks Field, Sen Antonio, Texas, Feb. 5th 





Instigated by the 56th Service Sauadron, an examination was made to ascer- 
tain the nmumver of men in each squadron possessing more than three years' service 
with the following quite interesting result: The 58th Service Squadron possesses 
85 men with more than 3 vears' service, their aggregate years amovnting to 775; 
Slst School Squadron, 73 men, aggregating service of 605 years; 52nd Schoot 
Squedron, 151 men, agereg gating service 792 years; Oth Photo Section, 11 men, 
agorerating service 85 ycars; G2nd Service Squadron, 113 men, agzregate service, 
$15 years, “46th Sci:ool Squadron, 76 men, aggregate service 605 years; llth School 
Group headquarters, 28 men, azeregate service,,.569 vcars. Total, 4,347 years. 
Mrs. Cornelia Clagett, mother of Colonel Clagett, Commanding Officer, is being 
welcomed home from a stazr of several weoks at the hospital as a result of pneu- 
monia. 

It.-Col. HB. Clagett, Coumandiz - Officer of Brooks Field, resumed commans 
on Feb. 9th, following a week's iilness 

Lieut. C.P. Cabell was granted five > ange? leave of absence on Feb. 8th, 
because of the death of his father, Mr. B.=. Cabell, in San Antonio, Lieut. 
Cabeli has the sympathy of the entire personnel of Brooks Field in his sad 
bereavement. 

lst Licut. Lewis A. Dayton, Adjutant of Brooks Field, returned to Wis desk 
Feb, 7ta, following several days! illness. 

Thaddeus “eerzynex, or 25 Roosevelt AFG 0's Buffalo, N.Y., is the first civil- 
ian whose notification of appointment as Flying Cadet in the Air Corps Primary 
Flying Schoo, Brooks Field, was received by the Secretary's office. Flying 
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Cadets are being regnired to report at Brooks Field between Fed. 24th and Feb, 
28th, 1931, for purpose of matriculating in the Marca class 

lst linete D.D. FitzGerald, senior instructor in the Depasbneet of Ground 
School, Brooks Field, who received.orders transferring him to Hawaii, was grant. 
ed twenty days' leave of absence, preparatory to departure. 

end Lieut. R.L. Easton, Adjutant and Supply officer of the 58th Service 
Squadron, reports that he is finding the Instructors’ Course a source of much 
interest. He just recently reported at Brooks Hield from a tour of foreign 
service. 

Tech. Sgt. Arthur E. Randles, 11th School Group Headquarters, accompanied 
by his wife and eight-year-old daughter, left for a tour of foreign service in 
Hawaii. 

It is now Captain George W. Polk, dr., and the genial Engineering Officer 
of Brooks Field is receiving the congratulations of his many friends on his 
promotion, 

For the second consecutive year, the 5lst School Squadron proved themselves 
Champion basketball players, They will be presented the silver loving cup as 
Army Y Champions in Basketball. Other Squadrons of the Field, despite their 
evident disappointment, are hastening to offer their congratulations. Members 
comprising this Championship Team are: Pvts.: Pollock (Captain and Coach), High, 
Rosburgh, Murphy, Bull, Reguli, Beach, McNamara and D.D. Taylor. The 5lst School 
Squadron is planning a fitting testimonial to these excellent members of the 
team, who have adequately demonstrated their individual prowess as players, and 
that they possess the requisite unity of idea that enables successful teamwork 
in any field of endeavor. 

As further evidence that the 5lst School Squadron has better than a merely 
good basketball team, they will represent Brooks Field - with the addition of 
two men of Brooks Field on detached service at Randolph Field - in an elimination 
match with Kelly Field, to determine the Corps Area Championship. Needless to 
say, all Brooks Field is rooting strongly for that excellent 51st School Squad- 
ron, sO far as concerns confident expectation, the winner of this important game 
already is determined. 

Col. H.B. Clagett was among the guests invited by the Exchange Club, San 4n 
tonio, Texas, to a luncheon tendered Lieut. Walter F. Hinton, noted river. 
Lieut. Hinton, however, was delayed by inclement weather, and the luncheon in 
his honor was deferred. 

Cadet Detachment: Flying has now pretty much settled down to cross-country 
trips and formation work. Over twenty upper class cadets went to Dallas last 
week by way of Abilene, and spent the night in Dallas, Lieut. Morgan allowed 
the cadets to go to town, and, later on, a party was given for the cadets out 
at the field. The only events on the trip were Cadet Foxworth's crack-up on the 
Dallas field and the fact that Capt. Letona never even saw Abilene and ended up 
in a muddy field fifty miles north of Dallas. 

Final important note of the week is that Lieut. Knapp announced to the up- 
per class that, in all probability, cadets will ve sent on the Army flying man- 
euvers this spring. The trip will take up almost a month's time, and will cover 
a large part of the North and East of the United States. At the time of this 
writing, cadets still can scarcely believe it. 





40th Division Aviation, Calif. National Guard, Feb. 6th: 





Lieut. R.C. Larsen received orders to proceed on Feb. 21st to the Air Corps 
Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., to take the Officers! course 
in Aerial Photography. The Squadron is glad to have Lieut. Larsen get this as- 
Signment, not only as a recognition of past service well performed but in order 
that the Squadron, and particulerly the Photo Section, will be in touch with the 
new ideas coming from the Photographic School. 


Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., Jan. 26th: 





end Observation Squadron: The first month of the New Year was begun with a 
series of cross-country flights followed by Annual Maneuvers with the Philippine 
Division. Maneuvers commenced the 5th and ended the 17th. A total of over 100 
hours was flown by this squadron divided between command, photographic, recon- 
naissance and liaison missions. 

The aerial gunnery season has begun and already a number of hours practice 

- 97 - Va6128,A.C. 





hav 
for 
at 


or: 
si; 


Q toy HO ct 


- wath 22 nn Om fk on eS hlUr!.hCUe 








Ders 
High, 
Schoo] 

1e 


» and 
york 


rely 


Nation 

; to 

uad- 
game 


an An. 


untry 
st 
od. 
at 
n the 


‘Orps 


as- 
der 
the 


th a 
pine 
100 


ice 





have been put in. 

lst Lieut. U.G. Ent, erstwhile Squadren Adjutant and Supply Officer, left 
for a trip to China on the U.S. N.T. "CHAUMONT" on Jan. edd. 

66th Service Squadron: lst Lieut. James S. Stowell was on detached service 
at Ft, McKinley from Jan. 12th to 24th for contact training with the Infantry. 

Now that the season is open at Camp John Hay, a large number of men of this 
organtzation are taking advantage of detached service and enjoying the many 
sights to be seen in Baguio. 

The new barracks have been completed and ali men in the old west barracks 
have moved in. ‘The vacated barracks are being remodeled into a kitchen, mess 
hall, supply room, recreation room and barber shop. 


SCOTT FIELD PIGEONS CARRY OF PRIZE 
a 





Army pigeons from the Scott Field loft made an exceptional showing and clean- 
up of prizes at the Twelfth Annual National Pigeon Show at Belleville, tii. fom 
Jan. 22nd to 26th. The Army birds carried away the taree biggest awards in the 
Racing Homer classes by winning the best homer in the Show, the best display of 
racing homers and the best team of American racing homers, in competition against 
the cream of racing homers from all parts of the United States. 

There vere a total of thirty birds entered by Sgt. Max Bronkhorst, pigeon- 
eer of the Scott Field loft, and this display was the subject of many compliments 
by the homer fanciers who attended the Show. Mr. Fred Philips, Chicago, one of 
the premier homer judgss of the country and who judged these classes at the Na- 
tional Show, stated that the Army display was the finest he had seen in five 
years and there were other pigeon experts who stated it was the best loft entry 
they had ever seen. 

The big individual winner in the homer classes was "Col. John A. Paegelow", 
the star of the Scott Field loft. In addition to winning his class prize, this 
bird carried away the St.Clair Pigeon Club Trophy for the best homer in the Show. 
This is the second win on this coveted cup for this bird and only one more win 
is needed by a Scott Field bird to add this trophy permanently to its rapidly 
growing collection of pigeon prizes. "Col. Paegelow" also was the winner of 
three special awards at the show and the many stickers attached to his display 
coop made him the center of attraction during the final two days of the Show. 

Only four major awards of the Show were among the missing on the Scott Field 
list when the judging had been completed and one of these was tlhe championship 
of the 600-mile class in which no birds had been entered. The cup for the winner 
of this class was donated by Lieut.-Col. John A. Paegelow, Commanding Officer of 
Scott Field, with the understanding that it was not to be competed for by the 
Army birds. In the 300-mile class, the prize winning hen was beaten by an import- 
ed Belgian bird from another loft for the best bird award and tro excellent red- 
Checker hens from Ft. Worth, Texas, were given top honors for the best old and 
young hens in the Show. One of the Scott Field entries, a son of the famous 
War Bird, "Mocker", took first honors for the best Chattanooga homer, '"Mocker", 
who created fame for himself by returning, severely wounded and with part of his 
head shot away, with an important message, during the World War, is still alive 
at the Ft. Monmouth loft of the Sizmal Corps. 

Sgt. Bronkhorst made an excellent showing with his fliers in the young birds 
Classes, which indicates that the prestige of the Scott Field loft may be even 
greater in the shows for 1932. 


Lieut. R.O. Acre, Langley Field, Va., who was missing for a week, was found 
by a large searching party in the 2nd Bombardment Group Radio Shack. Unon inves- 
tigation it was discovered that the Group had just received 10 new type screen 
grid Western Electric Receiving Sets. The investigation on his absence was 
dropped immediately. 
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